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Abstract. In this study, we argue that all the dolphinariums should be controlled regularly by certain state, civil societies or 
universities. Individual specific controlling systems should be developed, in order to prevent possible contraband catching in 
Turkey. If the animals in captivity could track individually, their life stories can be followed and this will give us chance to display 
their welfare. New regulations on standards may prevent to open new poor facilities which endanger the captive animal’s health. 
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Tursiops truncatus (Bottlenose dolphin) is probably the most 
known of the small cetaceans because of its coastal habits 
and prevalence in captivity worldwide. Both incidental and 
direct exploitation of bottlenose dolphins are generally at 
low to moderate levels. Worldwide, the largest direct kills of 
the species have been known in the Black Sea (Jeferson et. al 
1993). Highlighted by Öztürk (1999) at least 200-300 indi-
viduals of the species per year may be taken incidentally in 
Turkish fisheries. The Black Sea subspecies of bottlenose 
dolphin (T. truncatus ponticus) is classified as endangered 
and the Mediterranean subpopulation of the species is classi-
fied as vulnerable under the criteria of IUCN Red List of 
Threatened Species (Reeves & Notarbartolo di Sciara 2006).  

Ministry of Food, Agriculture and Animal Husbandry 
(formerly The Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs) in 
Turkey gave permissions for the capture of 23 individuals of 
T. truncatus from Mediterranean and Marmara coastal wa-
ters of Turkey in 2006 and 2007 for dolphinariums of Turkey 
(Didrickson et al. 2009).  

Following the permission given by Ministry of Agricul-
ture and Rural Affairs in Turkey to capture 23 individuals of 
T. Truncatus for the dolphinariums, the local fishermen re-
ported that illegal dolphin capture requests by facilities be-
came more frequent. Following the legal capture of these 23 
individuals, facilities wanted to continue dolphin catching il-
legally, in order to replace dead individuals. Even though 
there is no concrete evidence for these replacements, fisher-
men’s reports, which state contraband catching requests, 
point the requirement of some precautions to prevent illegal 
live captures.  

The study by Lusseau & Newman 2004 has revealed the 
importance of individuals in the social network and com-
munity structure of T. truncatus, which may be affected by 
the removal of individuals in live capture operations. The 
removal of key individuals from a population of T. truncatus 
might lose cohesion and disperse the population. Therefore, 
to prevent more illegal captures from wild populations is vi-
tal. To control possible illegal live captures from wild popu-
lations, we suggest forming individual tracking systems in 
order to be sure if the legally captured animals have re-
placed the illegal captured ones in dolphinariums. 

Photo identification, as capture-recapture method, is 
used for long term small cetacean studies on wild popula-
tion dynamics and distribution pattern (Wursig & Jefferson 

1990). Another identification method is microchip implanta-
tion which is basically a passive chip placed under the skin 
of the animal and allows the identification of the individuals 
with identical number on it. The microchips are invisible be-
cause they are placed under the skin and by nature they are 
passive devices which do not transmit active signals. Easy 
usage of the microchips made it commonly used for pets. 
(AVMA 2011, WSAVA 1999). Although it seems as a suitable 
method also for captured dolphins, it is not common but still 
there are few examples of usage of these microchips. Ac-
cording to the news of CNS (2008), Cayman Islands used mi-
crochips for controlling exporting or importing captured in-
dividuals. Microchips were also suggested by NEPA (2007) 
to the Jamaican government for the same purpose in the 
draft of standard and requirements of dolphin facilities of 
Jamaica. 

We suggest Photo-ID or microchips or both as possible 
methods to monitor captive individuals. Both methods can 
give enough information about the individual whether it is 
replaced with another dolphin or not. As Photo-ID uses spe-
cific tail and flux traces to identify the individuals, the pas-
sive microchips read by an apparatus give unique numbers 
which makes it possible to identify individuals.  

This individual tracking system should be combined 
with “Capture Marine Mammals Information System” 
which is suggested by Bengil et al. (2010). Within this infor-
mation system, the information regarding the captive indi-
viduals, such as weight, length, sex, date of birth, age is 
known in addition to their belonging population data and 
individuals’ current location. 

We suggest that the monitoring should be done regularly 
by independent governmental or non-governmental units, 
such as non-governmental organizations or Vets Room. In-
surance companies can also be a part of the  monitoring 
studies, in case the animals are insured. This inspection 
would be beneficial for monitoring because of mutual inter-
est. 
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