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Abstract. The Bohemian Waxwing (Bombycilla garrulus Linnaeus, 1758) is a rare and high irregular migrant in Turkey. Most of 
records from the country have been taken in winter season. In this study, four winter and one spring observations were reported 
from five new localities. In additionally, some information on its ecology, behaviour and subspecific status were given. 
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The Bohemian Waxwing (Bombycilla garrulus (Linnaeus, 
1758)) is a widespread migratory species encountered in 
both Palaearctic and Nearctic. It is a common breeder in 
north parts of the Fennoscandinavia and Russia. However, it 
is a very rarely and highly irregularly seen winter migrant in 
Turkey. All records date to the timeline between November 
and March, with the exception of an unusual record seen at 
the end of May (Vaurie 1958, Abuladze 2016, Mountjoy 2017, 
Trakus 2018).  

The study aims to give new distributional records from 
Turkey, with some ecological and ethological observations 
in the country (Fig. 1). 

ARTVIN – Hopa (1 of Fig. 1): Four birds (three alive and 
one killed) were watched recorded in town centrum on 25th, 
December 2016. We learnt from local people that the birds 
stayed there during the last week of December. This record 
is of big importance in that it is the first for Turkish Eastern 
Black Sea Region. However, there are many records from 
Georgia, neighbour country (Abuladze 2016). 

İSTANBUL – Beykoz, Riva (2 of Fig. 1): Nükhet Barlas 
observed four Bohemian waxwings on trees in a garden on 
15th, January 2018. Three of them were roosting together, 
while single one was on another tree. Three birds stayed in 
same locality until 18th, January (Trakus 2018). 

KIRKLARELI - Pınarhisar, Yenice: An adult female was 
observed and photographed in a garden in this settlement 
on 28th, January 2017 (Fig. 2). As being observed, the bird 
was seen to be feeding on apples on grass under the tree. It 
often flew and roosted on top of the highest trees among 
houses. It was mostly together with several Hawfinches. 
Some minutes later, it returned to feed on apple tree together 
with Common Blackbirds. It repeated these behaviours for 
several times. Upon our observation on the same locality the 
following days, it was there on early mornings. However, no 
birders saw it again after this incidence. 

SAMSUN – Asarcık (4 of Fig. 1): We firstly saw one 
waxwing in 2 km south of Asarcık on 4th, March 2011 (Fig. 
2). One hour later, we found 36 of them in the centrum. We 
learnt that they were in that area for, at least, since 1st, 
March. The birds usually preferred the top of the highest 
trees for roosting. Most of the birds flew in a flock like star-
lings (Sturnus vulgaris). It was observed that the single ones 
of the cluster flew to a tree with the mistletoe (Viscum album) 
and started to feed on fruits of these semi-parasitic plant. 
Other birds followed the first one just after 10-30 seconds. 

After each bird took 7-10 fruits, they returned to the previ-
ous roosting trees. Since fruits contain a kind of gum, their 
defecation looked a bit hard. Faeces were 50-60 cm in length. 
Feeding periods were interrupted to drink water from melt-
ing snow on the roofs. When roosting, they were often 
tweeting. When one of them alarmed, these singings were 
seen to be over. After that, the crest erected and moved to 
other trees or flew away. When feeding, they are agile, 
speedy and they eat quickly. 

Our observations continued for the following two days. 
On 6th, March, it was drizzling, sometimes rainy. Both Vey-
sel Kahraman and Ahmet Karataş counted 57 individuals in 
the same area. This record was the highest number for Tur-
key. 

This locality in Asarcık was familiar for B. garrulus. In 
the same spot of Asarcık, seven waxwings were photo-
graphed on 2nd and 7th April 2006 by Sefer Girişen. He also 
observed four birds during the period between 27th Febru-
ary and 1st March 2009 (Trakus 2018). However, the wax-
wing had not been seen here for the last seven years. Only 
two birds were watched in Kızılırmak Delta (Samsun: Bafra) 
by Nizamettin and Kiraz Yavuz on 24th December 2013 
(Trakus 2018) (5 of Fig. 1). 

VAN – Campus (6 of Fig. 1): Canan Atay found a flock of 
9 individuals in Yüzüncü Yıl University Campus on 18th, 
April 2017. She observed them roosting on a tree after 03:00 
p.m. This is the first record for the Eastern Anatolia Region 
of Turkey and one of the late records of the species from 
Turkey. 

Subspecific status: Bombycilla garrulus is usually accepted 
as polytypic, with three subspecies, namely B. g. garrulus (L., 
1758) in Europe, B. g. centralasiae Poliakov, 1915 in Asia, and 
B. g. pallidiceps Reichenow, 1908 in North America (Oberhol-
ser 1917, Vaurie 1958, Mountjoy 2017). The two Palearctic 
forms, garrulus in the west and centralasiae in the east, are 
very similar and both of them are only weakly distin-
guished. Vaurie (1958) reported that nominate garrulus is the 
most richly coloured, more vinaceous above and below, 
while centralasiae is the palest, especially on the rump and 
upper tail covers. Oberholser (1917) mentioned Turkey in a 
range of nominate subspecies. We morphologically investi-
gated some individuals from the Netherlands and Astana 
(Kazakhstan), our results overlap with those of Oberholser’s 
and birds from Artvin, İstanbul, Kırklareli and Samsun be-
long to the nominate, the darkest form of the species. 
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Figure 1. New distributional records of Bombycilla garrulus from Turkey: 1. Artvin prov.: Hopa; 2. İstanbul prov.: Riva; 3. Kırklareli prov.: 
Yenice; 4. Samsun prov.: Asarcık, 5. Bafra; 6. Van prov.: Campus of Yüzüncü Yıl University. 

 
 

  
 

Figure 2. Bohemian Waxwings from Kırklareli (left) and Samsun (right) (photo: Ahmet Karataş). 
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