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Abstract. This study presents a comprehensive etymological account of the scientific names of Odonata

species recorded in Tiirkiye. A total of 122 confirmed species and subspecies, and 14 potentially

occurring taxa are included. For each taxon, the derivation of the generic and specific epithets is traced,

with detailed explanations of Greek and Latin roots, geographical toponyms, personal commemorations,

mythological references, and other linguistic sources, such as Arabic when applicable. The study

emphasizes the cultural, historical, and linguistic diversity embedded in the taxonomy of dragonflies

and damselflies. It also highlights the importance of understanding species names for educational

purposes and for facilitating communication among taxonomists, ecologists, and nature enthusiasts.
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Introduction

The order Odonata, comprising dragonflies
(Anisoptera) and damselflies (Zygoptera), is
represented in Tiirkiye by a rich and diverse
fauna. Recent checklists report 122 species and
additional 14
considered potentially present (Kalkman et al.
2003, 2004, Kalkman & van Pelt 2006, Boudot et
al. 2021). Beyond their ecological and faunistic

subspecies, with an taxa

significance, the scientific names of these species

provide insights into classical languages,
historical geography, personal contributions to
entomology, and broader cultural and linguistic
contexts.

Etymological studies of zoological names
(e.g., Endersby 2012, Endersby & Fliedner 2015,
Hamaldinen 2016, Karatag & Karatas 2022,
DragonflyPix 2020) highlight the value of
understanding the linguistic roots, historical
references, and individuals commemorated in
nomenclature. Such analyses not only clarify the
meanings and origins of species names but also
the

information embedded in taxonomic practice.

preserve historical and biographical

For instance, Hamaldinen (2016) compiled a

comprehensive  catalog ~ of  individuals
commemorated in the scientific names of the
extant dragonflies, highlighting the lasting
impact of personal contributions in entomology.

The present study aims to compile, verify,
and explain the etymologies of all Odonata taxa
occurring in Tiirkiye. Specifically, it provides
detailed derivations of generic and specific
epithets, identifies the classical, geographic,
mythological, or eponymous origins of names,
and presents this information in a way that
supports taxonomic, educational, and faunistic

research.

Material and methods

The list of Odonata species occurring in Tiirkiye
was compiled from the most recent national
checklists and faunistic surveys (Kalkman et al.
2004, Kalkman & van Pelt 2006, Boudot et al.
2021), covering both confirmed and potentially
present taxa. In total, 122 species and subspecies
were verified, with 14 additional taxa considered



Etymology of the Odonata species of Tiirkiye

potentially occurring based on historical records,
museum specimens, and regional observations.
Species names and taxonomic hierarchy were
cross-checked with the World Odonata List
(Paulson et al. 2025) to ensure up-to-date
nomenclature.

For each taxon, the etymology of the genus
and species names was traced through multiple
sources, including original species descriptions,
zoological nomenclature references,
etymological dictionaries, and online databases
(Endersby 2012, Endersby & Fliedner 2015,
Hamalainen 2016, Karatas & Karatas 2022,
DragonflyPix 2020). Classical Greek and Latin
roots were analyzed using standard lexicons
(Lewis & Short 1879, Liddell & Scott 1996), and
special proper
transliteration and interpretation of original

attention was given to
forms.

Eponymous species were verified against
Hamaldinen (2016), which provides biographical
information for individuals commemorated in
the scientific names of dragonflies. When

possible,  personal names, dates, and
contributions were cross-referenced with
additional biographical sources to ensure

accuracy. Geographic epithets were traced to
historical or modern localities, and mythological

references were interpreted according to
classical literature and modern scholarly
sources.

All collected etymological information was
carefully reviewed for consistency, with priority
given to primary sources such as original
descriptions and nomenclature compliant with
the L.C.Z.N. (1999, 2012). Potential ambiguities,
alternative  interpretations, or  uncertain
etymologies were explicitly noted. The final
dataset includes, for each taxon: genus and
species name, author and year of description,
etymological derivation, linguistic origin, and
(e.g.,
eponymous, mythological).

category classical root, geographic,

This methodological framework ensures a
comprehensive and systematic assessment of the
etymologies of Odonata species in Tiirkiye. By
faunistic = checklists,

combining original
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literature, and etymological references, the study
provides a reliable foundation for understanding
the linguistic, historical, and cultural dimensions
embedded in species names. This approach
follows the precedent of etymological analyses
conducted for amphibians and reptiles of
Tirkiye (Karatas & Cigek 2022a, 2022b),
the integrating
nomenclatural studies into biodiversity research.

demonstrating value of

Abbreviations and grammatical notes

adv.: adverb; comp.: comparative;
dim.: diminutive; cf.: abbreviation of confer
(“compare”); fl.:
(“flourished”); pp.: participle (pap.: present active

participle; ppp.:

abbreviation of floruit

perfect passive participle);

pl: plural; q.v.. quod vide (which see);
sg.. singular; sup.. superlative; 1. comj.: first
conjugation verb; L/Il. adj.: first/second-

declension adjective; II. conj.: second conjugation
verb; IL.: second declension (for noun, adjective,
suffix); III. conj.: third conjugation verb;
II. adj.: third-declension (III*; third-
declension one-termination adjective;
1117
adjective); IV. conj.: fourth conjugation verb.

adj.:

adj.:  third-declension two-termination

Results

A total of 122 recorded and 14 potential Odonata
taxa from Tiirkiye were examined. The
etymological analysis revealed that the scientific
names of these taxa can be classified into several
main  categories,
geography,
mythology, and other linguistic sources.

reflecting  morphology,

personal commemorations,

Morphology (Greek and Latin descriptive
roots): Many genera and species are named
based on observable morphological traits, often
derived from classical Greek or Latin roots.
Examples include Calopteryx (kaAodg + mrtéQué:
“beautiful wing”), referring to the iridescent,
broad wings of the genus, and Lestes macrostigma
(HakQog + otiypa: “large spot”), describing the
prominent wing markings characteristic of the
species. Other examples include Gomphus flavipes
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(Latin flavus: yellow + pes: foot), denoting (“emperor” dragonfly, from Latin imperator),
yellow leg coloration, and Amnax imperator alluding to large size (Figure 1).

Figure 1. Representative Odonata species from Tiirkiye, illustrating species selected to represent the families
occurring in the country. Damselflies of the suborder Zygoptera (a—f) and dragonflies of the suborder
Anisoptera (g-1) are shown. The etymologies of these taxa are provided in Table 1 (all photographs by Ahmet
Karatas). a. Calopteryx virgo (Calopterygidae), Giresun, Bulancak, Samugiiney Village, 29.08.2017; b. Epallage
fatime (Euphaeidae), Mugla, Ula, Gokge Village, 23.04.2008; c. Lestes barbarus (Lestidae), Nigde [city center],
Bucakgayir vicinity, 24.06.2007; d. Platycnemis pennipes (Platycnemididae), Antalya, Akdeniz University
campus, 28.06.2007; e. Enallagma cyathigerum (Coenagrionidae), Aksaray, Eskil, Tuz Lake, 22.07.2023; f.
Erythromma viridulum (Coenagrionidae), Konya, Ilgin, Cavusqu Lake, 29.06.2019; g. Aeshna isoceles
(Aeshnidae), Kayseri, Yesilhisar, Ovagiftligi Village, Sultan Sazlig1 National Park, 07.06.2018; h. Anax
imperator (Aeshnidae), Aksaray, Eskil, Tuz Lake, 22.07.2023; i. Onychogomphus forcipatus (Gomphidae),
Adana, Yumurtalik, Deveciusag1 Village, Yumurtalik Lagoon National Park, 19.05.2011; j. Cordulegaster
insignis mzymtae (Cordulegastridae), Giresun, Dereli, Sariyakup Village, 03.07.2010; k. Libellula depressa
(Libellulidae), Nigde, Nigde University campus, 12.05.2010; 1. Orthetrum sabina (Libellulidae), Mersin (igel),
Silifke, Goksu Delta, 28.05.2009.
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Geographical references (toponyms): Several
species and subspecies names commemorate the
regions, rivers, or localities where they were first
observed or are endemic. Examples include
Calopteryx splendens amasina (Amasya, Tiirkiye)
and Calopteryx splendens tschaldirica (Cildir
District of Kars Province and Cildir Lake,
Ardahan and Kars, Tiirkiye). Similarly, Libellula
pontica refers to the Black Sea region, while
Coenagrion ponticum designates the eastern
Anatolian populations.

Personal commemorations (patronyms):
Many taxa honor entomologists and naturalists
who contributed to odonatology, either by
discovering the species or through their broader
scientific work. Examples include Ischnura
fountaineae (after Margaret Elizabeth Fountaine,
1862-1940), Gomphus kinzelbachi (after Professor
Ragnar Kinzelbach, b. 1941), and Onychogomphus
lefeburii (after Alexandre Louis Lefebvre de
Cérisy, 1798-1867). Hamaldinen (2016) provides
further documentation of such eponymous
species, including biographical details of the
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individuals commemorated.

Mythological references: Some species names
derive from classical mythology, often reflecting
characteristics or perceived grandeur of the
species. For instance, Anax parthenope refers to
Parthenope, a Siren in Greek mythology, and
Sympetrum dange commemorates Danae, the
mother of Perseus. These names illustrate the
historical tendency to associate natural
phenomena with mythological figures.

Arabic and other linguistic sources: A small
number of taxa bear names derived from Arabic
or other linguistic sources, typically reflecting
local personal names or cultural influences.
Notably, Epallage fatime likely refers to Fatima
bint Muhammad (605/609-632), daughter of the
Prophet Muhammad; alternatively, it may
derive from the widespread female given name
Fatime/Fatima in the Middle East at the time of
description. Detailed explanations, including
derivation of the genus and species epithets,
linguistic origin, and relevant notes for each

taxon, are provided in Table 1.

Table 1. Detailed etymological explanations of all recorded Odonata taxa from Tiirkiye, including genus and

species name derivations and relevant notes. Taxa marked as (exp.) indicate species and subspecies not yet

confirmed from Tiirkiye but considered likely to occur due to their presence in adjacent regions.

ORDO: ODONATA

odots (0d6n Ionic),-ntoes (0d0vg (0d@V),-vtoc) m. (IIL; noun) Y.: tooth

Fabricius, 1793
SUBORDO: ZYGOPTERA zygos (Cuyoc) m.; zygon (Cuyodv) n. Y.: yoke; pterén (mtepov); pl. ptera,-on
Sélys, 1854 (mteod,-awv) n. (I1.; noun) Y.: wing, feather
Familia: CALOPTERYGIDAE Calopteryx Leach, 1815: type genus of the family + -idae NL.: suffix for family
Sélys, 1850 names in zoology
5z . DN . o oy -
Genus: Calopteryx kalés,-¢€,-0n (kaAog, T?, ov) (I/IL; ad].? Y. beat%tlful + ptéryx,-ygos (TfTSQUg, U'yo,g)
f. (IIL.; noun): (usually in the plural) wing of a bird winged creature, bird [cf. pterén
Leach, 1815 , .
(TTeQov): wing]
splendéns,-ntis (III'; pap.) L.: shining, brilliant, splendid; < splend/ed, -ére,
Calopteryx splendens splendui (no passive, no supine stem): to shine, glitter, gleam, glisten; to be bright
(Harris, 1780) (I conj.); referring to the bright, metallic coloration of the wings and body in

adults

C. splendens hyalina
Martin, 1909 (exp.)

hyalinus,-a,-um (I/IL; adj.) L.: glassy, glassy-green, hyaline; < hyalinos,-on
(baAwvog,-ov) f. Y.: of crystal, of glass; < hyalus,-1 m. (IL; noun) L. [< hyalos
(badog) f. (IL; noun) Y.: glass (especially greenish glass); the subspecies name
refers to the partial loss of pigmentation in its wings, which are glassy, that is,
transparent

C. splendens amasina
Bartenev, 1911

amasinus,-a,-um NL.: pertaining to Amasya; < Amasia,-ae f. sg. (I; noun) L.: <
Amaseia,-as (Apaoewr,-ac) f. (I; noun) Y.: Amasya, a province in the Central
Black Sea region of Tiirkiye, which is the type locality for this subspecies

C. splendens intermedia
Sélys, 1887

intermedius,-a,-um (I/IL; adj.) L.: intermediate, which is between; < inter
(preposition + accusative): between, among during, while + medius,-a,-um (L./IL;
adj.): in the middle, middle, mid, half
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C. splendens mingrelica
Sélys, 1869

mingrelicus,-a,-um (I/IL; adj.) NL.. Mingrelian; < Mingrelia = Lodg3Mgcm
(samegrelo) or LodoGpswm (samargalo) Georgian: A historic province in the
western part of the country of Georgia and east of the Black Sea

C. splendens waterstoni
Schneider, 1984

waterstoni m. NL.: Dr. Andrew Rodger Waterston [1912-1996] was a Scottish
zoologist, specialising in malacology and entomology. He was interested in the
insect fauna of the Middle East. He was keeper of Natural History at the Royal
Scottish Museum (1958 to 1977). C. splendens waterstoni was described as species
and the author wrote: “the species name is dedicated to Dr. A. R. Waterston
(Edinburgh, Scotland)” (Schneider, 1984)

C. splendens tschaldirica
Bartenev, 1909

tschaldiricus,-a,-um (L/IL; adj.) NL.: related to Cildir (as Tschaldir in Russian
transcription); < C1ldir TR [< Crdili (B6cooo) Georgian: north]: a district of Kars
Province of Tiirkiye and a lake name near Cildir town, which is the type locality
for this subspecies

Calopteryx virgo
(Linnaeus, 1758)

virgo,-inis £. (IIL.; noun) L.: maiden, virgin, girl, young woman

C. virgo festiva
(Brullé, 1832)

festivus,-a,-um (I/IL; adj.); adv. féstive (not comparable) or festiviter (comp.
festivius, sup. festivissime) L.: lively, festive, joyous, agreeable, pleasing;
handsome, pretty, witty; < festus,-a,-um (I./IL; adj.): of or pertaining to feasts, of
or pertaining to holidays; festive, festal, joyful, merry < -ivus,-a,-um (I./IL; adj.
suffix): doing or related to doing

C. virgo feminalis
Bartenef, 1910

feminal,-alis n. (IIL.; noun) L.: female genitalia (III.; noun) < fémina,-ae £. (L; noun):
woman wife (of animals) female (I.; noun) + -alis,-e (IIL; suffix): suffixed to nouns
or numerals creating adjectives of relationship; ¢ feminal-alis n. (IIL; noun):
breeches (or other coverings for the legs); < femur,-inis (or -oris) n. (IIL; noun):
thigh, thighbone

Familia: EUPHAEIDAE
Yakobson & Bianchi, 1905

Euphaea Sélys, 1840: type genus of this family [< et (¢V) (indeclinable adv.) Y.: well;
< eiis (&ic): good (adj.) + phai6s,-a,-0n (@oudg,-&,-6v) (L/IL; adj.) Y.: grey, ashy
(having a colour mixed of black and white) + -idae NL.: suffix for family names in
zoology

Genus: Epallage
Charpentier, 1840

epallage,-és (émaAAayn),-Nc) f. (noun) Y.: exchange, interchange, their fitting into
one another

Epallage fatime
(Charpentier, 1840)

fatime f. NL.: most likely dedicated to a4 i A £, (Fatima bint Muhammad)
Arabic: as known commonly 1 5p W AL (Fatima al-Zahrd’) [605/609-632], the
daughter of the Islamic prophet :a4 (Muhammad) and his wife Lz <y 353
(Khadija bint Khuwaylid), venerated in Islamic tradition. Alternatively, it may
simply derive from the widespread female given name Fatime/Fatima, common
in the Middle East at the time of description

Familia: LESTIDAE
Calvert, 1901

Lestes Leach, 1815: type genus of this family + -idae NL.: suffix for family names
in zoology

Genus: Lestes
Leach, 1815

leistés (Anotc) m. (I; noun) Y.: robber, thief, bandit, pirate, buccaneer; < leis,-
idos (Anic,-1doc) m./f. (IIL.; noun): booty, spoil

Lestes barbarus
(Fabricius, 1798)

barbarikés,-¢,-6n (Baopaoikdo,,-6v) (L/IL; adj.) Y.: Barbarian; < Barbaria,-as
(BapPagia-ac) f.: Barbaria, North(west) African region [cf. barbarus,-a,-um (L/IL;
adj.); adv. barbare L. [< barbaros,-on (3dofagog,-ov) (IL; adj.) Y.]: foreign, strange;
after the Barbary coastal region of North Africa (‘Barbaria' in Fabricius'
description), from where the specimens he described originated

Lestes dryas
Kirby, 1890

Dryas,-adis f. (IIL.; noun) L. [< Dryas,-ados (Av&c,-&doc) f. (IIL; noun) Y.]: in
Greek mythology, a dryad, a tree nymph, a woodnymph whose life is bound up
with that of her tree; < drys,-0s (d00c¢,-6c) £. (IIL.; noun) Y.: tree, especially oak; < -
as,-ados (-i(,-adoc) (II1.; suffix)

Lestes macrostigma
(Eversmann, 1836)

macro- (prefix) L.: large, long; < makrds,-a,-0n (Lotcodg,-a,-6v) (I/IL; adj.) Y.: long,
tall, far + stigma (ottypa,-atoc) n. (IIL; noun) Y.: mark, spot, brand; for the large
pterostigma

Lestes sponsa
(Hansemann, 1823)

sponsa,-ae f. (I.; noun) L.: bride, betrothed woman (fiancée)

Lestes virens
(Charpentier, 1825)

viréns,-ntis (IIL; pap.) L.: (of plants) being green flourishing; vigorous; < vire/, -
€re, virul (no passive and supine stem): to be verdant, to be green; to be lively, to
be vigorous (1. conj.)

L. virens vestalis
Rambur, 1842

vestalis,-alis f. sg. (III; noun) L.: a priestess of Vesta; a vestal virgin; ® Vestalis,-e
(III2; adj.): of or pertaining to Vesta, goddess of hearth and home. Vestal; < Vesta,-
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ae f. (I; noun) L.: in Roman mythology, the goddess of the flocks and the
household, guardian of the hearth; daughter of Saturnus (Kronos in Greek) and
Ops (Rhea) + -alis: suffix [q.v. Calopteryx virgo feminalis]

Genus: Chalcolestes
Kennedy, 1920

khalkés (xaAwkoc) m. (IL; noun) Y.: copper, or copper alloyed with tin, bronze +
the genus Lestes [q.v.]

Chalcolestes viridis
(Vander Linden, 1825)

viridis,-e (1113 adj.); comp. viridior,-us; sup. viridissimus,-a,-um L.: green; young,
fresh, lively, youthful

Chalcolestes parvidens
(Artobolevski, 1929)

parvus,-a,-um (L/IL; adj.); comp. minor,-us; sup. minimus,-a,um L.: small, little,
puny; cheap, petty [cf. parvus,-1 m. (IL.; noun): child] + déns,-ntis m. (IIL; noun):
tooth; for the male's small inner subapical tooth

Genus: Sympecma
Burmeister, 1839

sympecma NL.: misread from Charpentier's proposed name Sympycna from
sympyknos,-on (ocvumukvog,-ov) Y.: pressed together, compressed, tight,
compact; for the habit of folding the wings together when at rest (unlike Lestes
species)

Sympecma fusca fuscus,-a,-um (L/IL; adj.) L.: dark brown, black; The general body pattern
(Vander Linden, 1820) coloration of the species is dark brown.

Sympecma paedisca paidiské,-és (mawiokn,ng) f. dim. Y.: young girl, maiden; < pais,-idos (naic,-
(Brauer, 1877) 106¢) f./m. (IIL.; noun): child, boy or girl, servant

Familia: PLATYCNEMIDIDAE
Jacobson & Bianchi, 1905

Platycnemis Burmeister, 1839: type genus of this family + -idae NL.: suffix for
family names in zoology

Genus: Platycnemis
Burmeister, 1839

platys,-eia,-y (mAatvc,-€ia,-0) (I/1IL; adj.) Y.: wide, broad flat, level, widespread
+ kneémis,-idos (kvnuis,-idog) f. (III.; noun) Y.: greave, shin-pad, legging, spoke of
a wheel; < knémé,-és (kvnun,mg) f. (I; noun): shin, tibia + -is,-idos (-ic,-idoc) f.
(III.; noun): forms feminine nouns, or feminine forms of adjectives (often accented
on the ultima)

Platycnemis dealbata
Sélys in Sélys & Hagen, 1850

dealbatus,-a,-um (I./IL; adj./pp.) L.: whitewashed plastered cleansed, purified; <
dealb/o, -are, dealbavi, dealbatum: to whitewash, toplaster, to parget, to purify,
to cleanse (I. conj.); < de- (prefix): de-, reversal, undoing, removing, from, off +
alb/o, -are, albavi, albatum: to make white, whiten (I. conj.); < albus,-a,-um (L/IL;
adj.); comp. albior,-us; sup. albissimus,-a,-um: white, dull white, clear, bright + -0
the name originates from the body being white in color, with markings that are
dark, approaching black.

Platycnemis kervillei
(Martin, 1909)

kervillei m. NL.: Henri Gadeau de Kerville [1858-1940], French entomologist. He
worked in branches of zoology, such as carcinology, also in botany and
archeology. He travelled in the Middle East including Tiirkiye and Syria.

Platycnemis pennipes
(Pallas, 1771)

pennipés,-edis (adj.) L.: wing-footed < penna,-ae f. (I.; noun) wing (of natural or
supernatural creatures) (figuratively) wing as a symbol of speed feather, especially
a flight-feather; pinion quill pen + pés, genet. pedis m. (IIL; noun): foot [it here
means as leg]; it refers to the wide tibiae and bristly legs

Familia: COENAGRIONIDAE
Kirby, 1890

Coenagrion Kirby, 1890: type genus [q.v. Coenagrion] + -idae NL.: suffix for family
names in zoology

Genus: Agriocnemis
Sélys, 1869

agrio-: the genus Agrion Fabricius, 1775 [< agrion,-a,-on (&yotov,-a,-ov) (I./IL; adj.)
Y.: wild, living in the open fields (not domesticated). It occurs in the compound
names Agriocnemis Sélys, 1869, Ceriagrion Sélys, 1876, Coenagrion Kirby, 1890
and Pseudagrion Sélys, 1876 here, and some other genera] + knémis Y.: legging
[q.v. Platycnemis]; an allusion to the widened tibiae in that genus

Agriocnemis sania
Nielsen, 1959 (exp.)

sania: the etymology is uncertain; one possibility is 4w (saniya) f. Arabic: “1.
water-transporting camel, 2. noria (waterwheel)” or a variant of %G (thaniya,
taniya) f. Arabic: ("second") with an initial “s”. The name may also refer to the type
locality, the Oasis of Ghat in Fezzan, Libya

Genus: Ischnura
Charpentier, 1840

iskhnos,-€,-6n (ioxvdg,-1),-6v) (I/IL; adj.) Y.: thin, slender, weak + oura-as (ovod,-
ac) £. (L; noun) Y.: tail; it refers the slender abdomen (compared to e.g. Calopteryx
species)

Ischnura elegans

€legans,-ntis (III'; adj.) L.: elegant, fine, polite

(Vander Linden, 1820)
L el bneri
elegans ¢ ‘nerz ebneri m. NL.: Richard Ebner [1885-1961], Austrian entomologist
Schmidt, 1938
L elegans pontica ponticus,-a,-um (L/IL; adj.) L. [< pontikés,-€,-0n (movtucde,-1,-6v) (L/IL; adj.) Y.]:
Schmidt, 1938 from, of, in the sea; < pontus,-1 m. (II; noun) L. [< péntos (m6évrtoc) m. (IL.; noun)
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Y.]: sea, especially the open sea; the proper name Ponticus specifically refers to
the Black Sea and indicates that its distribution includes the Eastern Black Sea
region of Tiirkiye.

Ischnura evansi
Morton, 1919 (exp.)

evansi m. NL.: after Captain W. Edgar Evans; Morton (1919) noted “a rather large
collection of over 300 specimens sent home by Captain W. Edgar Evans, R. A. M. C, and
handed to me for examination by his father, my friend Mr. William Evans”

Ischnura intermedia

intermedius L.: intermediate [q.v. Calopteryx splendens intermedia); for the

Dumont, 1974 species' characters which are intermediate between I. pumilio and I. forcipata
Ischnura pumilio pumilio,-6nis m./f. (IIL; noun) L.: dwarf; < pamilus,- m. (IL; noun): dwarf; the
(Charpentier, 1825) name refers to it being the smallest species known to Charpentier at that time.
Ischnura fountaineae fountaineae f. NL.. Margaret Elizabeth Fountaine [1862-1940], English
Morton, 1905 entomologist, well-known collector and naturalist

Ischnura senegalensis
(Rambur, 1842) (exp.)

senegalénsis,-e (1112 adj.) L.: Senegalese; < Senegalia,-ae f. sg. (I; noun): Senegal,
West-African country

Genus: Enallagma
Charpentier, 1840

enallagma,-atos (évaAAaypa,-atoc) n. Y.: change, (risk of) confusion; originally
intended as a genus to subsume all (potentially confusing) Bluet species

Enallagma cyathigerum
(Charpentier, 1840)

cyathus,-1 m. (IL; noun) L.; < kyathos (k0aOoc) m. (IL.; noun) Y.: a small ladle for
filling the drinking cups, wine goblets, beaker; measure for liquids + -ger,-a,-um
(L/IL; suffix): forms adjectives meaning “-bearing, -carrying” from nouns; < ger/o,
-ere, gessl, gestum: to carry, to bear (III. conj.); for the cup-shaped mark on the
male's 52

Genus: Pyrrhosoma
Charpentier, 1840

py1r6s,-a,-6n (mvEQEAC,-&,-6v) (L/IL; adj.) Y.: fiery red, flame-coloured, yellowish-
red, red, tawny [cf. pyr (m0Q): fire] + s6ma,-atos (ocwua,-atoc) (III.; noun) Y.: body

Pyrrhosoma nymphula
(Sulzer, 1776)

nymphula,-ae f. dim. (I; noun) L. little bride, newly-wed; < nympha,-ae f. (I;
noun) L. [< nymphe,-es (viuen,nc) f. (I; noun) Y.]: bride, young wife, nymph,
young maiden

Genus: Erythromma
Charpentier, 1840

erythrds,-a,-on (¢0v000¢,-&,-0v) (I./IL; adj.) Y.: red, reddish + 6mma,-atos (Sppa,-
atog) n. (IIL; noun) Y.: eye

Erythromma najas

(Hansemann, 1823) (exp.)

Naias,-adis = Nais,-idis f. L.; < Naias,-ados (Naidg,-&dog) f. Y.: Naiad, river
nymph or spring-nymph in Greek mythology

Erythromma viridulum
(Charpentier, 1840)

viridulus,-a,-um (I./IL; adj.) NL.: greenish, somewhat green; < viridis,-e: green
[q.v. Chalcolestes viridis]; presumably for the greenish reflections on the black
parts of the abdomen

Erythromma lindenii lindenii

(Sélys, 1840)

lindenii m. NL.: Pierre Léonard Vander Linden [1797-1831], Belgian
entomologist. He studied botany and zoology in Italy and then he became the first
professor of zoology in Belgium

E. lindenii zernyi
Schmidt, 1938

zernyi m. NL.: Dr. Hans Zerny [1887-1945], Austrian entomologist. He worked in
Naturhistorisches Museum in Vienna as a curator and he was best known for his
studies of Lepidoptera

Genus: Coenagrion
Kirby, 1890

koinds,-&,-0n (kowoc,,-6v) (L/IL; adj.) Y.: common, public, widespread + the
genus Agrion Fabricius, 1775 [q.v. Agriocnemis Sélys, 1869]

Coenagrion lunulatum
(Charpentier, 1840)

lanulatus,-a,-um (I/IL; adj.) NL.: lunulate; < lunula,-ae £. (I.; noun) L.: an ornament
in the form of a little moon; < liina,-ae f.: moon + -ulus,-a,-um dim. (I/IL; suffix):
somewhat, a little (used to form a of a noun, indicating small size) + -atus,-a,-um
(L/IL suffix): -ed; used to form adjectives from nouns indicating the possession of
a thing or feature; equipped with a little moon for the crescent-shaped mark on
the male's S2

Coenagrion ornatum
(Sélys, 1850)

ornatus,-iis m. (IV.; adj.) L.: furnishing, furniture an ornament, decoration,
preparing an act of adornment, embellishment; ® 6rnatus,-a,-um; comp. érnatior,-
us; sup. Ornatissimus,-a,-um) (L/IL; ppp.) L.: furnished, equipped, adorned,
decorated; < 6rn/o, -are, 6rnavi, ornatum: to furnish, to adorn, to decorate (I. conj.)

Coenagrion persicum
Lohmann, 1993 (exp.)

persicus,-a,-um (I./IL; adj.) L.: Persian; of Persia; < Persa,-ae m. (I; noun): a Persian;
<Pérses (ITégonc) m. (I.; noun) Y.: antic name for Iranian or Farsi. The species was
described from Istgah-e-Ezna [Azna], Iranian Lorestan Province

Coenagrion ponticum
(Bartenev, 1929)

ponticus L.: from, of, in the sea [Ponticus refers to the sea, specifically the Black
Sea; q.v. Ischnura elegans pontica]; the name refers to its distribution in the Black
Sea and Caucasus regions.

Coenagrion puella

puella,-ae f. (I.; noun) L.: girl, maiden; female child
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Coenagrion pulchellum

pulchellus,-a,-um dim. (I./IL; adj.) L.: pretty, beautiful little; < pulcher,-a,-um (I./IL;

(Vander Linden, 1825) adj.): beautiful, fair, noble, pretty
Coenagrion pulchellum saisanicum saisanicus,-a,um NL.: related to Zaysan = Noor-Saisan (Kazakhstan; coordinate:
Belychev, 1964 . 47.460; 84.920)

Coenagrion scitulum
(Rambur, 1842)

scitulus,-a,-um dim. (I./IL; adj.) L.: elegant, neat, pretty [< scitus,-a,-um (L/IL; adj.);
adv. scité (comp. scitius, sup. scitissime): beautiful, elegant, skillful] + -ulus: a
suffix [q.v. Coenagrion lunulatum]

Coenagrion syriacum
(Morton, 1924)

syriacus,-a,-um (I/IL; adj.) L. [< Syriakés,-&,-6n (Xvoiaicog,-1),-6v) (I/IL; adj.) Y.]:
Syrian; < Syria,-as (L0oia,-ac) f./m. (I; noun) Y.: Syria

Coenagrion vanbrinkae
Lohmann, 1993

vanbrinkae f. NL.: “Die Art ist der kiirzlich verstorbenen Professor Dr. Janny M.
Brink fiir ihre langjdhrige, aufopferungsvolle Tatigkeit als
Griindungsmitglied und Schatzmeisterin der Societas Internationalis
Odonatologica gewidmet” (The species is the recently deceased Professor Dr. Dedicated
to Janny M. van Brink for her many years of self-sacrifice as a founding member and
treasurer of the Societas Internationalis Odonatologica)

van

Coenagrion armatum
(Charpentier, 1840) (exp.)

armatus,-a,-um (L/IL; adj.); sup. armatissimus,-a,-um L.. armed, equipped;
presumably for the male's very large lower appendages

Coenagrion australocaspicum
Dumont & Heideri, 1995 (exp.)

australis,-e (III% adj.) L.: southern (=meridionalis) [< auster,-1 m. (IL; noun): the
south wind, south + -alis: suffix [q.v. Calopteryx virgo feminalis] + caspicus,-a,-
um (L/IL; adj.): Caspian; referring to the damselfly’s distribution in the southern
Caspian Sea region

Genus: Ceriagrion

cérinus,-a,-um (L/IL; adj.) L.: wax-colored, yellow like wax [cf. cérina,-6rum n.
(noun): a wax-colored garment; < céra,-ae f. (L; noun): wax] [=kérinos,-&0on
(xnotvog,n,-ov) (L/IL; adj.) Y.: wax-colored, pallid] + the genus Agrion Fabricius,
1775 [q.v. Agriocnemis Sélys, 1869]; this name alludes to the yellowish coloring;

Sélys, 1876 “coloration générale jaunitre orangée sans taches, ou mélangée d’olivdtre.” [General
orangish yellowish coloring without spots, or mixed with olive] (Selys-
Longchamps 1876)
Cerineti e
eﬂﬂgsrclﬁzlfzzrf;f;;yl georgifreyi m. NL.: Georg Frey [1902-1976], German naturalist

Genus: Pseudagrion
Sélys, 1876

pseudo- (prefix) L.: false, fake; < psetidos,-eos (e0doc,-£0c) n. dat. pl.: a falsehood,
a lie, a figment; < pseudés (Yevdric) m./f; pseudés (Yevdéc) n.: lying, false,
untrue; deceived, beguiled (IT1. adj.); < psettdd (YeVdw): to lie + -&s (-1c) (adj. suffix)
+ the genus Agrion Fabricius, 1775 [q.v. Agriocnemis Sélys, 1869

Pseudagrion syriacum

syriacus L.: Syrian [q.v. Coenagrion syriacum|

(Sélys, 1887)

SUBORDO: ANISOPTERA aniso- (prefix) NL.: unequal; < anisos,-on (&vicog,-ov) Y.: unequal, uneven +
Sélys, 1854 pteron Y.: wing [q.v. ZYGOPTERA]

Familia: AESHNIDAE Aeshna Fabricius, 1775: type genus of this family + -idae NL.: suffix for family
Rambur, 1842 names in zoology

Genus: Aeshna
Fabricius, 1775

aeshna NL.: The etymology of Zshna Fabricius, 1775 is uncertain, as the original
publication did not indicate its derivation. Hemming (1958) notes that R. A.
Muttkowski submitted a case to the I.C.Z.N. suggesting that Ashna might be a
lapsus calami and proposed Aschna instead, but the Commission preserved the
original spelling. Muttkowski hypothesized a connection to Greek aiskhrds,-a,-
o6n (aloxooc,-&,-6v) (L/L; adj) Y. ugly, shameful, disgraceful, insulting,
outrageous [< aiskhos,-eos (or -ous) (aioxog,-eoc or -ovc) m. (IIL; noun) Y.: shame,
disgrace, ugliness, deformity] or aiskhyno (aioxtvw) Y.: “to disfigure or tarnish
(L conj.)”, favoring the latter. The name Zshna had also been used in pre-Linnean
England for Ephemeroptera. Fabricius, working with English collections, may
have adopted the name for the odonate genus. The —aeschna ending is retained in
compound genera such as Adversaeschna, Austroaeschna, Notoaeschna, and
Spinaeschna (Endersby, 2012). some authors suggested a possible link with
aikhmé,-és (aixun,Mg) f. (L; noun) Epic, Ionic, Attic: “point of a spear or
arrowhead, perhaps referring to the dragonfly’s shape.

Aeshna affinis
Vander Linden, 1820

affinis,-e (IT1%; adj.) L.: neighboring, allied to, kindred partaking, taking part in,
privy to, sharing, associated with; < ad (preposition + accusative): toward, to up
to, near, close by, at, against, around + finis,-is m. (IIL; noun) L.: boundary, limit,
end; the name may refer to its close similarity in body coloration, wing venation,
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and size to A. mixta

Aeshna cyanea
(Miiller, 1764)

cyaneus,-a,-um (I./IL; adj.) L.; < kyaneos,-a,-on (k0&veoo,-&,-ov) (I./IL; adj.) Y.: of
the color of deep or dark blue

Aeshna juncea
(Linnaeus, 1758)

junceus (=iunceus),-a,-um (I./IL; adj.) L.: having rushes, made of rush; < juncus
(=siuncus),-1 m. (IL; noun) L.: rush, reed + -eus,-a,-um (L/IL; suffix) L.: forms
adjectives from nouns; for the presence of rushes in the species' typical habitat

Aeshna isoceles
(Miiller, 1767)

isos,-&,-on ({oog,-1,-ov) (L./IL; adj.) Y.: same, equal, like + skélos,-eos (0kéAoc,-£0c)
n. (IIL; noun) Y.: leg; for the yellow mark in the shape of an isosceles triangle on
S2 in both sexes

Aeshna mixta
Latreille, 1805

mixtus,-a,-um (I./IL; ppp.) L.: mixed, combined; < misc/eo, -ere, miscui, mixtum
(=mistum): to mix (II. conj.); for the mixed colors of the spots on the male's
abdomen

Aeshna serrata

serratus,-a,-um (I./IL; adj.) L.: serrated; < serra,-ae £. (I; noun) L.: saw; for the row

(Hagen, 1856) of teeth on the male's upper appendages
Genus: Anax inax,-ktos (&vag,-croc) m. (ITT ) Y.: master, lord, ruler, ki
anax,-ktos (dvaé,-ktoc) m. (IIL; noun) Y.: master, lord, ruler, kin
Leach, 1815 i 8

Anax immaculifrons
Rambur, 1842

immaculatus,-a,-um (I/IL; adj.) L.. unstained; < in-: without, non-, not +
maculatus,-a,-um (L/IL; ppp.): spotted, stained; < macul/o, -are, maculavi,
maculatum: to stain, to make spotted (I. conj.); < macula,-ae £. (I.; noun): spot, stain
+ frons,-ntis £. (IIL.; noun): forehead, front; for the frons unmarked by black bars

Anax imperator
Leach, 1815

imperator,-oris m. (III.; noun) L.: emperor, ruler, commander-in-chief, general,
master; <imper/o, -are, imperavi, imperatum: to command, to rule (I. conj.)

Anax parthenope
(Sélys, 1839)

Parthenoépé (IlapOevomm) £f. Y.: Greek mythology) one of the Sirens in Greek
mythology and today's city of Naples, named after the siren; it is near where the
species was described

Anax ephippiger
(Burmeister, 1839)

ephippium,-it (or -1) n. (IL; noun) L.; ephippios,-on (épinmiog,-ov) Y.:
saddlecloth, caparison [< epi (¢mi) (preposition) Y.: on, upon + hippos (inmog) m.
Y.: horse] + -ger L.: -carrying [q.v. Enallagma cyathigerum] (it has a bright blue
spot on its second abdominal segment. This spot resembles a saddle, hence the
name "ephippiger" (saddle-bearing)).

Genus: Brachytron
Evans, 1845

brakhys,-a,-y (Boaxvc,-&,-0) (I/IL; adj.) Y.: short, brief, small, little + étron
(Mroov) n. (IL; noun) Y.: abdomen, belly; in allusion to the abdomen being short
and stout

Brachytron pratense
(O. F. Miiller, 1764)

praténsis,-e (III%; adj.) L.: related to meadow; < pratum,-1 n. (IL,; adj.): meadow + -
ensis,-e (III%; suffix): of or from [a place]; the latter is used to form an adjective,
adding to a toponym (especially the name of a town) or to a topographical name
(pratense : found on grass, mating partly in the air and partly on the grass)

Genus: Caliaeschna
Sélys, 1883

kalés (kaAoc) m. Y.: beautiful [q.v. Calopteryx] + the genus Aeschna [q.v. Aeschna]

Caliaeschna microstigma

mikrods,-a,-6n (UucQog,-d,-6v) (I/IL; adj.) Y.: small, little + stigma Y.: mark, spot

(Schneider, 1845) [q.v. Lestes macrostigmay; it refers the small pterostigma
Familia: GOMPHIDAE Gomphus Leach, 1815: + -idae NL.: suffix for famil in zool
Rambur, 1842 omphus Leach, : type genus + -idae NL.: suffix for family names in zoology
Genus: Gomphus gomphus,-1 m. (IL; noun) L.: nail, dowel, peg; < gébmphos (yduqoc) m. (IL; noun)
Leach, 1815 Y.: peg, bolt, nail, dowel
davidi m. NL.: Abbé Pere Jean Pierre Armand David [1826-1900], French
missionary and naturalist; missionary in China (1858-1874). Many taxa are
L dedicated to his name, including: Talpa davidiana (mole; Eulipotyphla); Elaphurus
Gomphus david,
omps Tlls alvsls.; davidianus (deer; Artiodactyla); Myotis davidii (bat; Chiroptera); Niltava davidi
élys,

(bird); Andrias davidianus (Chinese giant salamander; Urodela). Sélys (1887) wrote:
“Alexandrette par le Pere Armand David auquel je suis heureux de pouvoir le
dédier” (to whom I am happy to be able to dedicate it)

Gomphus flavipes flavipes

(Charpentier, 1825)

flavipes,-edis (III'; adj.) NL.: yellow-footed (mostly used as taxonomic epithet); <
flavus,-a,-um (L/IL; adj.); comp. flavior,-us; sup. flavissimus,-a,-um L.: yellow,
flaxen + pé@s, genet. pedis m. (III; noun): foot

G. flavipes ubadschii
Schmidt, 1953

ubadschii m. NL.: it is named in honor of Mr. Hamdi Oubaji [fl. 1950s],
agricultural engineer, the founder and for many years’ director of the state
agricultural farm in the Ghouta east of Damascus and he helped to the author for
field works
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Gomphus kinzelbachi
Schneider, 1984 (exp.)

kinzelbachi m. NL.: Ragnar Kinzelbach [b. 1941], Professor Emeritus of Biology
and Ecology at the University of Rostock. After studying zoology, botany,
chemistry, geology, philosophy and education, he received his doctorate in Mainz
in 1967; the habilitation followed in 1971. From 2000 to 2002 he was President of
the Society for Biological Systematics, from 2009 to 2011 Chairman of the German
Society for the History and Theory of Biology. From 2000 to 2004 he set up
Germany's largest neozoan database at the Rostock Institute for Biodiversity
Research and he has been retired since 2006 (Karatas & Karatas, 2022)

Gomphus schneiderii
Sélys, 1850

schneiderii m. NL..: Wilhelm Gottlieb Schneider [1814-1889], German
entomologist, botanist, mycologist. He described some new dragonfly species as
like Onychogomphus assimilis and Cordulegaster insignis

Gomphus vulgatissimus
(Linnaeus, 1758)

vulgatus,-iis m. (IV.; noun) L.: a publishing, divulging, broadcasting; ® vulgatus,-
a,-um; comp. vulgatior,-us (I/IL; ppp.); sup. vulgatissimus,-a,-um L.: common,
widespread, familiar; having been made known among the people; made
common, prostituted; < vulg/od, -are, vulgavi, vulgatum: to broadcast, publish,
divulge, issue, make known among the people; to make common; to make known
to all by words (I. conj.); < vulgus,-1 n./m. sg. (IL.; uncountable noun): the common
people; the public

Genus: Onychogomphus
Sélys, 1854

onyx,-ynkhos (6vué,-Uxog) m. (IIL; noun) Y.: talons, claws (especially raptors),
nail (in human), anything similar to nail + the genus Gomphus [q.v.]

Onychogomphus assimilis
(Schneider, 1845)

assimilis (ad-similis),-e (III%; adj.) L.: similar, like; close; closely resembling, very
like; < ad- (prefix): to + similis,-e (I1I% adj.); comp. similior,-us; sup. simillimus,-a,-
um, adv. similiter (not comparable): similar to, like, resembling, of the same kind,
the same; (The app inferior is easily distinguished from the others by its double
curl)

Onychogomphus flexuosus
(Schneider, 1845)

flexuosus,-a,-um (I./IL; adj.) L.: tortuous, flexuous, crooked sinuous, winding,
circuitous (app superior long, tip curved downwards)

Onychogomphus forcipatus
(Linnaeus, 1758)

forcipatus,-a,-um (I./IL; adj.) L.: armed with pincers or tongs; < forceps,-ipis m.
(II; noun); a pair of tongs, pincers or forceps; for the shape of the male's
appendages

O. forcipatus albotibialis
Schmidt, 1954

albus L.: white [q.v. Platycnemis dealbata] + tibialis,-e (III% adj.): tibial; of or
pertaining to shin bone (tibia); < tibia,-ae f. (I.; noun): large shin bone, leg, tibia + -
alis: suffix [q.v. Calopteryx virgo feminalis]

Onychogomphus lefeburei
(Rambur, 1842)

lefebvrei m. NL.: after Alexandre Louis Lefébvre de Cérisy [1798-1867], French
entomologist. He worked as clerk to a solicitor. Jean Baptiste Godart [1775-1825]
introduced him to entomology. His main interest is Lepidoptera.

Onychogomphus macrodon

macro- L.: long [q.v. Lestes macrostigma] + odous Y.: tooth [q.v. ODONATA]

(Sélys, 1887)
Genus: Ophiogomphus 6phis,-eds or -ios (0@ig,-ewg or -tog) m. (IIL.; noun) Y.: serpent, snake + connecting
Sélys, 1854 vowel -o-+ the genus Gomphus [q.v.]
Ophiogomphus cecilia cecilia f. NL.: after the French girl's name Cécile, a name apparently randomly
(Fourcroy, 1785) (exp.) chosen by Geoffroy (DragonflyPix, 2025)
s reductus,-a,-um (I/IL; ppp.): reduced; receding deeply, set back; < rediic/o, -ere,
Oph h duct
phiogomp fls reductus rediixi, reductum: to reduce, to lead back, to bring back, to conduct back; to
Calverti 1898

restore (IIL conj.)

Genus: Paragomphus
Cowley, 1934

para- (taoa-) (prefix) Y. [< para (mad) Y.]: besides, by, near, close to, contrary to
+ the genus Gomphus [q.v.]; for the close similarity to Gomphus species

Paragomphus lineatus
(Sélys, 1850)

Iineatus,-a,-um (I./IL; adj.) L.: lined; < lIinea,-ae f. (I.; noun): a linen thread, line

Paragomphus genei
(Sélys, 1841) (exp.)

genei m. NL.: Carlo Giuseppe Gene [1800-1847], Italian naturalist. He collected
insects from Hungary and Sardinia. Chroicocephalus genei (slender-billed gull) was
also named after his name

Genus: Lindenia

lindenia NL.: after Pierre Léonard Vander Linden [q.v. Erythromma lindenii

De Haan, 1826 lindenii)
Lindenia tetraphylla tetra- (tetoa-) (prefix) Y.: four; < téttares (téttapec) Attic: four + -phyllos,-o0s,-on
. (-vAA0g,-06,-0v): -leafed; < phyllon (pUAAov) n. (IL; noun): leaf; for the four
(Vander Linden, 1825)

broad flaps on the side of S7 and S8

Genus: Anormogomphus

a-: not + normalis,-e (III% adj.); adv. normaliter (comp. normalius, sup.
normalissime) L.: perpendicular, square, with right angles; normal; < nérma,-ae
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f. (I; noun): carpenter's square; a norm, rule, standard + the genus Gomphus [q.v.]

Anormogomphus kiritshenkoi
Bartenev, 1913

kiritshenkoi m. NL.: Aaexcangp Hukoaaesumu Kupuuenko Alexander
Nikolaevich Kirichenko [1884-1971], Russian Soviet entomologist of Ukrainian
origin. Studied hemipteran insects (bugs). Doctor of Biological Sciences (1934),
professor (1939)

Familia: CORDULEGASTRIDAE

Cordulegaster Leach, 1815: type genus of this family + -idae NL.: suffix for family

Tillyard, 1917 names in zoology
Genus: Cordulegaster kordyle,-es (1copdUAn,-nc) f. (I.; noun) Y.: cudgel, club + gastér (yaoto,-tépog or
Leach, 1815 -16¢) £.: belly, paunch, hollow; womb; for the club-shaped abdomen

Cordulegaster insignis insignis
Schneider, 1845

insignis,-e (III% adj.); comp. insignior,-us; sup. Insignissimus,-a,-um; adv.
insigniter (not comparable) L.. exceptional, outstanding, extraordinary,
conspicuous, remarkable, distinguished, notable; < in- (prefix): in, within, inside +
signum,-1 n. (IL; noun): sign, mark, signal, seal, emblem; < -is,-e (III% suffix)
forming an adjective from noun

C. insignis amasina
Morton, 1916

amasinus NL.: pertaining to Amasya [q.v. Calopteryx splendens amasinal]

C. insignis charpentieri
(Kolenati, 1846)

charpentieri m. NL.: Toussaint de Charpentier [1779-1847], German geologist and
entomologist. He described 60 species of Orthoptera from around the world and
61 species of Odonata. His contributions to odonatology was his attempt to collect
all European dragonflies in one monograph for the first time

C. insignis mzymtae
Bartenev, 1929

Mzymta (Russian: M3simra, Abkhazian: M3biMTa, lit. 'the place (-ta) of the river
Mzpim", Adyghe: Maamertls, Mezmytha) is a river in Western Caucasus, Russia,
flowing through Mostovsky District and the city of Sochi (Adlersky City District)
of Krasnodar Krai, Russia. Mzymta is the largest river in Russia emptying into the
Black Sea.

C. insignis nobilis

nobilis,-e (III% adj.); comp. nobilior,-us; sup. nobilissimus,-a,-um L.: noble,
knowable, respected, high-born, famous; < nosc/o, -ere, novi, nétum: know,

Morton, 1916 recognize (III. conj.) + -bilis,-e (1113, suffix): -able (it is used to form an adjective)
Cordulegaster picta pictus,-a,-um (L/IL; ppp.) L.: painted, decorated, colored; < ping/o, -ere, pinxi,
Sélys, 1854 pictum: to paint (IIL conj.)

Cordulegaster kalkmani
Schneider et al., 2021

kalkmani m. NL.: Vincent J. Kalkman [b. 1970], Dutch odonatologist

Familia: CORDULIIDAE
Sélys, 1850

Cordulia Leach, 1815: type genus + -idae NL.: suffix for family names in zoology

Genus: Cordulia
Leach, 1815

kordyleios,-a,-on (k00dVA£10G,-a,-0v) Y.: clubbed, made from kordylé,-és: cudgel
[q.v. Cordulegaster]; alluding to the club-shaped abdomen in the males of the
genus

Cordulia aenea
(Linnaeus, 1758)

aéneus,-a,-um (L./IL; adj.) L.: (made) of copper, bronze, brazen; bronze-coloured;
< aes, genet. aeris n. (IIl.; noun): copper, bronze; for the extensive bronze-colored
reflections

Genus: Somatochlora

soma Y.: body [q.v. Pyrrhosoma] + khloros,-a,-0n (xAwoog,-&,-6v) m. (I./IL; adj.):

Sélys, 1871 greenish-yellow, pale green
Somatochlora flavomaculata flavus,-a,-um L.: yellow [q.v. Gomphus flavipes] + maculatus,-a,-um: spotted [q.v.
(Vander Linden, 1825) Anax immaculifrons]; for the extensive yellow spots laterally on the abdomen

Somatochlora meridionalis
Nielsen, 1935

meridionalis,-e (III; adj.) L.: southern (=australis); < meridies,-é1 m. (V. noun):
“south” midday, noon south; medius,-a,-um: middle + diés,-e1 m.: day + -alis:
suffix [q.v. Calopteryx virgo feminalis]

Somatochlora borisi

borisi m. NL.: dedicated to Boris Milenov Marinov [b. 1996], the son of the

Marinov, 2001 describing author Milen Georgiev Marinov
Familia: LIBELLULIDAE Libellula Linnaeus, 1758: type genus for this family + -idae NL.: suffix for family
Leach, 1815 names in zoology

Genus: Libellula
Linnaeus, 1758

libellula,-ae f. dim. (I.; noun) NL.: dragonfly coined by Carl von Linné; < libella,-
ae f. (I; adj.) L.: carpenter's level; the word which in Linnaeus' time was used for
dragonflies in general

Libellula depressa
Linnaeus, 1758

depressus,-a,-um (L/IL; ppp.); comp. dépressior,-us L.: low, depressed down,
pressed, suppressed, flattened; < déprim/o, -ere, dépressi, dépressum: to press
down, to depress, to dim (III. conj.): to press down; to depress (IIL conj.); for the
broad, flattened shape of the abdomen
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Libellula fulva
O. F. Miiller, 1764

fulvus,-a,-um (I./IL; adj.) L.: fulvous, reddish-yellow, tawny, amber-colored; for
the coloration of females and immature animals; mature, pruinescent males were
initially believed to be a separate species

Libellula pontica
Sélys, 1887

ponticus L.: from, of, in the sea [Ponticus refers to the sea, specifically the Black
Sea; q.v. Ischnura elegans pontical

Libellula quadrimaculata
Linnaeus, 1758

quadrimaculatus,-a,-um (L/IL; adj.) NL.: having square spots [<quadri- (prefix) =
quattuor (indeclinable) L.: four; cf. quadrum,-1 n. (IL; noun); quadrus,-1 m. (L/IL;
adj.) L.: square + maculatus: spotted [q.v. Anax immaculifrons]; for the four spots
at the wing nodes

Genus: Orthetrum
Newman, 1833

orthds,-€,-6n (0000¢,-1,-0v) (L/IL; adj.) m. Y.: straight, upright, parallel + étron Y.:
abdomen [q.v. Brachytron]; Newman (1833) described Orthetrum species as
having the 'abdomen laterally parallel' (as distinct from Sympetrum species, which
have the 'abdomen laterally compressed')

Orthetrum albistylum
(Sélys, 1848)

albus,-a,-um: white [q.v. Platycnemis dealbata] + stilus,-1 m. (IL; noun): pointed
stick, stake, pale, pen, stylus (the latter word is used in entomology to refer to the
upper appendages); for the male's white upper appendages

Orthetrum brunneum
(Fonscolombe, 1837)

brunneus,-a,-um (I./IL; adj.) ML.: brown = briinus,-a,-um (I./IL; adj.) LL.: brown +-
eus: suffix [q.v. Anax juncea]; for the coloration of immature animals; mature,
pruinescent males were initially believed to be a separate species.

Orthetrum cancellatum
(Linnaeus, 1758)

cancellatus,-a,-um (I/IL; ppp.) L.: latticed, grated; < cancell/d, -are, cancellavi,
cancellatum (L. conj.): to make like a lattice, to cover with a lattice or grid; <
cancellus,-1 m. (IL; noun): grid, lattice, grate; for the criss-cross pattern of black
stripes on the yellow abdomen in females and immature males

Orthetrum chrysostigma
(Burmeister, 1839)

khrysoés (xovooc) (IL; noun) m. Y.: gold + stigma Y.: mark, spot [q.v. Lestes
macrostigmal; for the golden pterostigma (rather than the yellow spot at the base
of the hindwing)

Orthetrum coerulescens
(Fabricius, 1798)

caeruléscens,-ntis (III'; adj.) L.: darkish green or somewhat blue; <L. caerulescere,
pres. part; probably in reference to the increase in blue pruinescence in maturing
males

O. coerulescens anceps

anceps,-pitis (III'; adj.) L.: double-headed, having two heads; < ambg,-ae,-6: both

(Schneider, 1845) + -ceps,-cipitis (III'; suffix): -headed, -fold < caput,-itis n. (IIL.; noun): head
Orthetrum ransonnetii after Eugen von (Baron) Ransonnet [1838-1926], Austrian painter, diplomat,
(Brauer, 1865) biologist, explorer

Orthetrum sabina
(Drury, 1773)

Sabina,-ae f. (I.; noun) L.: a Sabine woman; < Sabini,-orum m. pl. (IL; noun): the
Sabines were an ancient tribe in Central Italia and adjoining the newly-founded
city of Rome in Roman legend. Watson's alternative view is that O. sabina was
named after St Sabina, a Roman noblewoman who was converted to Christianity
by her slave (Serapia), with whom she was beheaded during the persecution of
Emperor Hadrian (Endersbyl & Fliedner 2015).

Orthetrum taeniolatum
(Schneider, 1845)

taeniolatus,-a,-um L.: adorned with a small ribbon; < taeniolar,-ae f. (I.; noun):
little band; small or thin ribbon; in reference to the 'embossed’ ring around the
frons, which Schneider (1845) considered characteristic of the species

Orthetrum trinacria
(Sélys, 1841)

Trinacria,-ae f. sg. (I.; noun) L.; < Trinakria,-as (Totvaxoia,-ac) £. (I.; noun) Y.: treis
(toeic): three + akra (dkoa): end + -ia (-Ix): an ancient name of Sicilia; the island
from which the first specimen was described

Genus: Crocothemis
Brauer, 1868

krokos (kookoc) m. Y.: saffron (plants of the genus Crocus); saffron-coloured +
Thémis,-idos (©¢pig,-idoc) £. Y.: In Greek mythology, titaness of the embodiment
of divine order, law as established by custom. She was the daughter of Gaia and
Uranus; < thémis,-istos(-idos or -itos or -ios) (0¢pig,-l.otog or -idog or -itog or -
toc) f. (IIL.; noun) Y.: law, custom; old, established law or custom divinely ordained
justice

Crocothemis erythraea

erythraios,-a,-on (¢ov0paioc,-a,-ov) poet. = erythrés Y.: red, reddish [q.v.

(Brullé, 1832) Erythrommal; for the mature male's body color
Crocothemis servilia Servilia,-ae f. (I.; noun) L.: Servilla [c. 101 BC-after 42 BC] was a Roman matron
(Drury, 1773) and mother of Marcus Junius Brutus and Julius Caesar's mistress

Genus: Sympetrum
Newman, 1833

sympiézo (cvumiéCw) Y.: to squeeze together, to press together, to compress, to
grasp closely + étron Y.: abdomen [q.v. Brachytron]; Newman (1833) described
Sympetrum species as having the 'abdomen laterally compressed' (as distinct from
Orthetrum species, which have the 'abdomen laterally parallel’)
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S t icol
ymp;:"?mkurelr;lgc: or arena (harena),-ae {. (I.; noun) L.: sand + color,-oris m. (IIL.; noun) L.: color
odicke,
Sympetrum danae Danag,-es £. sg. (I; noun) L.; < Danaé,-és (Aavan,ng) f. Y.: in Greek mythology,
(Sulzer, 1776) Danae is daughter of Akrisios and mother of Perseus
Sympetrum depressiusculum deépressus L.: low, flattened [q.v. Libellula depressa] + -c-: connecting consonant
ymp (Sél lg 41) +-ulus m. dim. (suffix): somewhat [q.v. Coenagrion lunulatum]; for the somewhat
cs more flattened shape of the male's abdomen
Sympetrum flaveotum flaveolus,-a,-um (I/IL; adj.) L.: yellowish; < flavus: yellow [q.v. Gomphus
ymp (L 1758) flavipes] + -olus,-a,-um dim. (I/IL; suffix): alternative form of -ulus [q.v.
innaeus,

Coenagrion lunulatum]

Sympetrum fonscolombii
(Sélys, 1840)

fonscolombii m. NL.: Etienne Boyer de Fonscolombe [1772-1853], French
entomologist

Sympetrum haritonovi
Borisov, 1983

haritonovi m. NL.. Amaroamii [Opresua Xapuronos Anatoly Yuryevich
Kharitonov [1949-2013], Soviet and Russian entomologist, specialist in the
systematics of dragonflies, Doctor of Biological Sciences.

Sympetrum meridionale
(Sélys, 1841)

meridionalis L.: southern [q.v. Somatochlora meridionalis]

Sympetrum pedemontanum
(Miiller in Allioni, 1766)

Piemonte m. Italian: Piedmont (“mountain foot”), an administrative region in the
north of Italy [< Pedemontium n. ML. < ad pedes montium, adj. pedemontanus:
“foot of a mountain”; type locality for this species

Sympetrum sanguineum
(O. F. Miiller, 1764)

sanguineus,-a,-um (L/IL; adj.) L.: of blood, bloody bloodthirsty blood-colored; <
sanguis,-inis m. (IIL.; noun): blood +-eus: suffix [q.v. Anax juncea]

S. sanguineum armeniacum
(Sélys, 1884)

armeniacus,-a,um (L/IL adj.) L.: Armenian dull orange

Sympetrum striolatum
(Charpentier, 1840)

striolatus,-a,-um (I./IL; adj.) NL.: grooved, striated, with little furrows; < stria,-ae
(L; noun) f.: furrow, groove; presumably for the furrowed underside of the
abdomen

S. striolatum pallidum
Sélys, 1887

pallidus,-a,-um (I./IL; adj.); comp. pallidior,-us L.: pale, pallid, wan; < pall/eo, -ére,
pallui (no passive and supine stem): to be pale; to turn pale (I. conj.) + -idus,-a,-
um (L/IL; suffix): tending to; it is used to form adjectives

Sympetrum vulgatum
(Linnaeus, 1758) (exp.)

vulgatus L.: common [q.v. Gomphus vulgatissimus]

S. vulgatum decoloratum
(Sélys, 1884)

décoloratus,-a,-um (I/IL; ppp.) L.: discolored; < decolor/d, -are, decoloravi,
décoloratum: to discolour, to stain, to deface, to disgrace, to corrupt (I. conj.); < de-
: off, from [q.v. Platycnemis dealbata] + color/o, -are, coloravi, coloratum); first
conjugation I color, tinge, imbue I paint, dye; < color: color [q.v. Sympetrum
arenicolor] + -0

Genus: Brachythemis
Brauer, 1868

brakhys Y.: short [q.v. Brachytron] + Thémis Y.: a titaness in Greek mythology
[q.v. Crocothemis]; it refers the short abdomen

Brachythemis fuscopalliata
(Sélys, 1887)

fuscus L.: dark brown [q.v. Sympecma fusca] + palliatus,-a,-um (I/IL; adj.):
dressed in a pallium, cloaked; < pallium,-ii (or -1) (IL.; noun): large cloak, coverlet

Brachythemis impartita
(Karsch, 1890)

impartitus (simpertitus),-a,-um (L/IL; ppp.) L.: imparted; < impartio (<impertio),
-ire, impartivi (=simpartii), impartitum: to share (IV. conj.) [cf. im-: un-, not +
partitus,-a,-um: divided]; "referring originally to the condition of the forewing
triangles and subtriangles"

Genus: Diplacodes
Kirby, 1889

diplax,-akos (d(mAaé,-axoc) m./f. Y.: twofold, in double folds, two-sided + -6des
(-c0dng) m./f., -0des (-wdeg) n. (IIL; suffix): -like, resembling, full of resembling (the
previously named genus) Diplax

Diplacodes lefeburii
(Rambur, 1842)

lefebvrii m. NL.: Alexandre Louis Lefebvre de Cérisy [1798-1867], French
entomologist [q.v. Onychogomphus lefeburii]

Genus: Trithemis
Brauer, 1868

tri- (tol-) (prefix) Y.: three, thrice; < combining form of treis (toeic) m./f., tria (toix)
n.: “three”, cardinal numeral) and tris (101c) (adverbial numeral): thrice, three times
+Thémis Y.: a titan in Greek mythology [q.v. Crocothemis]; tri- refers the tri-lobed
hind margin of the prothorax

Trithemis annulata
(P. de Beauvais, 1805)

annulatus (anulatus),-a,-um (I./IL; adj.): ringed fettered [< anulus (annulus),-I m.:
a ring, especially a finger ring; a signet ring; < anus,-1 m. (IL.; noun): ring, anus + -
ulus: a little [q.v. Coenagrion lunulatum]

Trithemis arteriosa

artériosus,-a,-um (I./IL; adj.) L.: full of arteries, abundant with arteries; < arteria,-
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(Burmeister, 1839) ae f. (I; adj.): (anatomy) a windpipe; an artery; < arteria,-as (Xotnoia,-ac) f. Y.:
(anatomy) windpipe, trachea artery (as distinct from a vein) + -0sus,-a,-um (L./IL;
suffix): full of, overly, prone to (similar to -ose, -ous in English); the suffix forms
adjectives from nouns and indicates an abundance of that noun

Trithemis festiva fastivus L lively. festive. i tty [q.v. Calopt irgo festival
estivus L.: lively, festive, joyous, pre .v. Calopteryx virgo festiva
(Rambur, 1842) Y Joyous Prefy 14 prETyY Ons
Genus: Leucorrhinia leukds,-€,-6n (Aevkoc,1,-6v) (I/IL; noun) Y.: light in color, white, bright + rhis
Brittinger, 1850 (01c), genet. rhinds (0tvdc) £. Y.: nose, snout
Leucorrhinia pectoralis pectoralis,-e (I11%; adj.) L.: of or pertaining to the chest or breast; < pectus,-oris n.
(Charpentier, 1825) (III; noun): chest, breast + -alis: suffix [q.v. Calopteryx virgo feminalis]

Leucorrhinia dubia
(Vander Linden, 1825) (exp.)

dubius,-a,-um (I/IL; adj) L.. doubting, doubtful, dubious, undetermined,
uncertain, changeable, difficult, irresolute

Leucorrhinia caudalis
(Charpentier, 1840) (exp.)

caudalis,-e (I11%; adj.) L.: having a tail; caudal; < cauda,-ae £. (I.; noun): a tail (of an
animal) + -alis: suffix [q.v. Calopteryx virgo feminalis]

Genus: Pantala
Hagen, 1861

pas (m&c) m., pasa (maoa) f., pan (mav) n.; pl. pantes (mavtec) m., pasai (aoat)
f., panta (m&vtx) n. Y.: (in the plural) all, every, each (in the singular) whole + alé
[&An] £f.: a wandering or roaming without home or hope of rest. It refers to the
cosmopolitan distribution and vagrant behavior. There is no etymological
explanation in the original description of Pantala. However, under P. flavescens,
which is the type species for this genus, Hagen wrote: “Hab. It encircles the whole
world; no other species occupies so many countries” (Endersby & Fliedner, 2015)

Pantala flavescens
(Fabricius, 1798)

flavescens,-ntis (IIL; pap.) L.: yellowing (becoming yellow or golden) yellowish; <
flavesc/o, -ere (no passive, no perfect or supine stem): to become golden or yellow
(L. conj.); < flavus: yellow [q.v. Gomphus flavipes] + -e0]

Genus: Selysiothemis
Ris, 1909

selysio- NL.: Baron Michel Edmond de Sélys Longchamps [1813-1900], Belgian
politician and entomologist. He has been regarded as the founding figure of
odonatology + Thémis Y.: a titaness in Greek mythology [q.v. Crocothemis]

Selysiothemis nigra

niger,-gra,-grum; sup. nigerrimus,-a,-um (L/IL; adj.) L.: wan, shining black (as

(Vander Linden, 1825) opposed to ater: dull black); bad; evil; ill-omened
Genus: Zygonyx zygdés m. Y.. yoke [qv. ZYGOPTERA] + o6nyx Y.. claws, nail [q.v.

Hagen, 1867 Onychogomphus]; the name refers to the shape of the tarsi

. torridus,-a,um (I./IL; adj.) L.: dry, parched baked, roasted torrid; < torr/eo, -ére,

Zygonyx torridus L .

Sélvs in H 1897 torrui, tostum): to scorch, burn, parch; to roast, bake; (of the cold) to nip, pinch (II.

¢lys in Hagen, conj.) + -idus,-a,-um (L/IL; suffix, which is forming adjectives) tending to
Discussion Classical Greek and Latin roots remain the

most frequent sources of nomenclature,

The etymological analysis of the Odonata fauna
of Tiirkiye reveals the interplay of linguistic,
historical, and cultural dimensions in scientific
nomenclature. Some species and subspecies
names preserve references to localities in
Anatolia, such as Calopteryx splendens amasina
and C. s (Caldur,
Kars/Ardahan), highlighting the importance of

(Amasya) tschaldirica
geographic context in taxonomic practice. Others
honor prominent entomologists and naturalists,
including Ischnura fountaineae (Margaret E.
Fountaine), kinzelbachi ~ (Ragnar
Kinzelbach), lefeburii

(Alexandre Louis Lefebvre de Cérisy), reflecting

Gomphus
and  Onychogomphus

the long-standing tradition of eponymous
naming in odonatology (Hamaldinen 2016).

emphasizing the enduring influence of Linnaean
taxonomy. Morphological descriptors such as
(“beautiful
macrostigma (“large spot”) demonstrate how

Calopteryx wing”) and Lestes

scientific names convey diagnostic characters,
facilitating identification and communication
boundaries. Mythological

across linguistic

references,  including  Amax  parthenope
(Parthenope, a Siren) and Sympetrum danae
illustrate the

(Danae, mother of Perseus),

historical tendency to associate natural
observations with cultural narratives.

The inclusion of Arabic or other local
linguistic elements, exemplified by Epallage
fatime, highlights the cross-cultural interactions

that shaped early species descriptions in the
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Middle East. In this case, the epithet most likely
refers to Fatima bint Muhammad, though it may
alternatively reflect the widespread use of the
female given name Fatime in the region.
Etymological clarification serves multiple

purposes.  Beyond  enhancing  faunistic
knowledge, it provides historical and
biographical context for individuals

commemorated in species names, as cataloged
comprehensively by Héamaldinen (2016). Such
analyses also support education and outreach by
making taxonomy more accessible to students,
amateur naturalists, and the broader scientific
community. Furthermore, documenting
etymologies aids in standardizing nomenclature,
resolving ambiguities, and preserving the
historical and cultural heritage embedded in
scientific names.

Finally, this work complements similar
studies on the etymology of Tiirkiye’s
herpetofauna (Karatas & Cigek 2022a, 2022b),
illustrating the broader value of integrating
linguistic and historical perspectives into
biodiversity research. By systematically tracing
the origins of all recorded Odonata names in
Tiirkiye, this study provides a model for
etymological documentation applicable to other
faunal groups.

This study provides the first comprehensive
etymological account of the Odonata species of
Tiirkiye, encompassing 122 confirmed and 14
potentially occurring taxa. By systematically
documenting and explaining the linguistic
origins of both genus and species names, it
contributes to the broader field of zoological
the

historical, and linguistic depth embedded in

nomenclature and highlights cultural,
scientific taxonomy.

The analysis demonstrates that species names
serve not only as identifiers but also as
repositories of morphological information,
geographic history, personal commemoration,
references.

and mythological or cultural

Understanding these origins enhances the

accessibility of taxonomic knowledge for

students, researchers, and amateur naturalists,
and supports accurate communication across

A. Salur et al.

scientific disciplines.

Furthermore, this work provides a model for
integrating etymological studies into faunistic
and Dbiodiversity research, complementing
similar efforts in Tiirkiye’s amphibians and
reptiles (Karatas & Cigek 2022a, 2022b). By
preserving the historical context and rationale
behind species names, such studies also aid in
maintaining nomenclatural stability and
appreciating the cultural heritage of taxonomy.

In conclusion, etymological documentation
enriches our understanding of Tiirkiye's
Odonata fauna and demonstrates the broader
scientific and educational value of exploring the

origins of scientific names in biodiversity

research.
Morphological  characteristics  dominate
etymological origins across 38 genera,

constituting the leading category (65.79%) and
that Odonata
predominantly focus on physical attributes.

confirming genus names
Language-derived names (18.42%) rank second,
while mythological and personal names are
(2.63-5.26%). Combined

categories (morphology + mythology, language +

notably  limited
mythology, personal name + mythology) and the
ambiguous category contribute to etymological
diversity, but their low proportions underscore
the prevalence of practical and descriptive
in Odonata

(morphological) nomenclature

taxonomy (Table 2).

Table 2. Etymological origins of genus names

Origins Number Percentage
(%)
Language 7 18.42
Language + Mythology 1 2.63
Morphology + Mythology 2 5.26
Morphology 25 65.79
Person name 1 2.63
Person name + Mythology 1 2.63
Unclear 1 2.63

Across 114 species, morphology again leads
in etymological origins (51.75%), indicating that
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Odonata species names primarily emphasize
physical characteristics. Personal names (19.30%)
and geography (13.16%) rank second and third,
respectively, reflecting taxonomic traditions of
honoring individuals and incorporating
geographic contexts. Language-derived names
(12.28%) hold a significant share, whereas
mythological references (3.51%) remain limited.
The Odonata fauna of Tiirkiye, comprising over
100 species, elucidates both biogeographic
diversity and taxonomic naming conventions

through its etymological patterns (Table 3).

Table 3. Etymological origins of species names

o Percentage

Origins Number o

(%)
Language 14 12.28
Geography 15 13.16
Mythology 4 3.51
Morphology 59 51.75
Person name 22 19.30

At the subspecies level, across a total of 36
subspecies, geography (30.56%) and personal
names (27.78%) dominate the etymological
that

local

origins, highlighting subspecies

nomenclature emphasizes variations
(geography) and honorifics (personal names).
Morphology (22.22%) is less prevalent at the
subspecies level compared to genus and species
levels, suggesting that subspecies names focus
more on contextual (geographic or personal)
references than on physical attributes. Language
(13.89%) and mythology (5.56%) account for
smaller proportions. The diversity of Tiirkiye’s
Odonata fauna at the subspecies level clearly
reflects  its and

biogeographic  position

taxonomic traditions through etymological
patterns. Subspecies nomenclature tends to focus

on more specific and localized elements

compared to genus and species names (Table 4).

In conclusion, the etymological analysis of
Odonata nomenclature across genera, species,
and subspecies in Tiirkiye reveals a clear
preference for descriptive and practical naming
the

conventions, with morphology being

25

dominant influence at the genus (65.79%) and
species (51.75%) levels, reflecting a focus on
physical characteristics. At the subspecies level,
geography (30.56%)
(27.78%) take precedence, emphasizing local
While
names

their
limited presence underscores the taxonomic

and personal names

variations and honorific traditions.
language-derived and mythological
contribute to etymological diversity,
prioritization of functional and contextual
references. Tiirkiye’s Odonata fauna, with over
100 species and 36 subspecies, exemplifies how
biogeographic  diversity = and  taxonomic
traditions are intricately reflected in naming
patterns, with subspecies demonstrating a shift
toward more localized and specific naming
practices compared to broader genus and species

classifications.

Table 4. Etymological origins of subspecies names

Origins Number Percentage

(%)
Language 5 13.89
Geography 11 30.56
Mythology 2 5.56
Morphology 8 2222
Person name 10 27.78
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