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<<Fauna of the Romanian protected areas - A special issue in memoriam of Acad.Dr.Doc. Petru M. Bandrescu>>

IN MEMORIAM
Acad.Dr.Doc. Petru Mihai BANARESCU
Zoologist-Ichthyologist, Biogeographer

(15 September 1921 - 12 May 2009)

This year we commemorate five years since Acad.
P.M. Banirescu, one of the most enthusiastic ich-
thyologists of our time, passed into eternity. He
will be remembered for the several field studies
conducted along rivers from Romania, Hungary
and Ukraine and the competent guidance pro-
vided during doctoral studies. By this way, we
aim to recall to the scientific community a part of
the personality of the great scientist Acad. P.M.
Bandrescu which therefore will be once more so
close to those who knew and worked with him.

As born observer of nature and especially of
aquatic organisms and fish, dr. P.M. Bandrescu
spent the first part of his youth in Timisoara
where he graduated high school in 1940. He at-
tended the Faculty of Biology at University “King
Ferdinand 1” in Cluj-Napoca where he graduated
in 1944. He became Doctor of the Natural Sciences
in 1949 and later Doctor of Science (Doctor Docent)
in 1962. Due to the national and international sci-
entific recognition of his merits he became foreign
honorary member of the American Society of Ich-
thyology and Herpetology in 1975 and foreign
honorary member of the European Society of Ich-

thyology in 1988. He became Correspondent
Member of the Romanian Academy in 1991 and
was elected Titular Member of the Romanian
Academy in 2000.

He went through many major changes during
his life which, however, did not take him away
from his passion for fish fauna. He was assigned
as junior teaching assistant (preparator universitar)
at Department of Zoology since a student, under
the guidance of the distinguished Prof. dr. V.
Radu of whose appreciation benefited during his
doctoral training also. His passion for the study of
fish and zoogeography led to the making of the
first monographic work devoted to fish from the
rivers Bega and Timis in 1943-1944, which was
published later, in 1946. In this context he de-
scribed two new species for the fauna of the coun-
try. It followed a brief period (1948-1950) when he
became junior teaching assistant (preparator),
teaching assistant (asistent) and substitute associ-
ate professor (conferentiar suplinitor) of biogeogra-
phy at Faculty of Biology in Cluj-Napoca. Because
of his political views opposite to the regime in-
stalled in Romania after the Second World War, he
was convicted to forced labour in the construction
of Danube-Black Sea Canal. He spent a year in the
so called “administrative punishment”; after that
he was not allowed to return to university de-
partment anymore. He recalled this period with-
out resentments in the discussions with loved ones
and even interspersed it with short anecdotal sto-
ries. However, the ban on returning to the de-
partment after 1951 had left deep traces in his rela-
tions with young people and students. We could
say that this was an unfulfilled destiny to which
he was permanently trying to oppose through his
closeness to students. He presented lectures for
students and specialists at various universities
abroad: Hamburg (1967), Jerusalem and Tel Aviv
(1973), Saarbriicken (1979), Lyon (1988), Thessalo-
niki (1989), Arles (1991). His scientific prestige be-
came so widely known overseas that during ‘80s
when Romania was still dominated by the com-
munist regime, he was invited to a private meet-
ing with His Imperial Highness The Crown Prince
of Japan Akihito (current Emperor of Japan) who
appreciated him a lot, having the same concerns
for the study of ichthyofauna but in the South Pa-
cific area. This meeting represented a proof of the
high scientific recognition of which he enjoyed
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abroad also.

Being employed as researcher in the Taxon-
omy Group of the Institute of Biology of Roma-
nian Academy in Bucharest he rarely managed to
interact with students as he would have liked to.
After 1990 he participated as expert ichthyologist
in the interdisciplinary team formed by the ripar-
ian countries of Tisa in a comprehensive research
of rivers. This was a great opportunity to meet bi-
ology students of the Babes-Bolyai University
from Cluj-Napoca, where he once was teacher. Al-
though he was in the seventh decade of his life,
the enthusiasm of his retrieval could be felt. It was
always a pleasure to debate a topic on fish, rivers
or nature protection with professor P. Bandrescu.
He captivated you from the very beginning with
his great insight on still unsolved issues concern-
ing the evolution of freshwater fauna and aspects
of fish phylogeny. For those of us who had fol-
lowed his steps during the last two decades of his
activity, the personality of dr. P. Banarescu over-
laps with that of a valuable teacher with whom we
had the privilege to be contemporary with. His
contribution is also reflected in the current scien-
tific direction of the younger generation of ichthy-
ologists and zoologists who have followed doc-
toral studies under the warm and competent
guidance of the great professor P. Bandrescu.
There are many young people, biology students of
the years 1990-1998, who have had the opportu-
nity to know him as a scientist in the field research
campaigns along rivers or as auditors to his inter-
esting presentations in the auditorium of the uni-
versity. We can say that we are proud that profes-
sor P. Bandrescu belongs to our nation and that he
is universally recognized. His avant-garde ideas
are included in the Ichthyology course taught to
students from the University of Austin (Texas,
US.) as well, due to the valuable interpretations
on problems of zoogeography.

He left a valuable legacy to the worldwide sci-
entific community. He published an impressive
number of articles in prestigious scientific jour-
nals. There are over 320 articles published in Ro-
manian, English, German and French along with
130 scientific reference volumes. The XIII volume
of the Fauna of Romania series entitled Pisces-
Osteichthyes is even today, 50 years after its pub-
lication, the most comprehensive monograph of
freshwater and marine fish from Romania. Profes-
sor P. Bandrescu contributed substantially to the
completion of the monographic series “Zo-
ogeography of fresh waters” published by AULA-
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Verlag in Wiesbaden, which had the following
three volumes: “General distribution and Disper-
sal of Freshwater Animals” (1990), “Distribution
and Dispersal of Freshwater Animals in North
America and Eurasia” (1992) and “Distribution
and Dispersal of Freshwater Animals in Africa,
Pacific Areas and South America” (1995). Among
his colleagues of the Taxonomy Group he collabo-
rated with dr. Th. T. Nalbant - another renowned
ichthyologist.

The work of professor Bandrescu can hardly
be summarized in these pages because of its great
size and diversity of addressed topics. In many
papers devoted to taxonomy he treated problems
related to speciation and validity of some infras-
pecific taxa within the family Cyprinidae. In the
field of nature protection he showed a keen inter-
est for the establishment of three national parks.
He studied the negative effects of construction of
dams in rivers. His opinion is well expressed in
one of his articles devoted to nature protection: “in
my opinion, damming of rivers has at least as
harmful effect on the fish fauna as pollution”
(fragment from “The present-day conservation
status of the freshwater fish fauna of Romania”
19941). This had proved to be more than a threat to
the rheophilic fauna once with the nationwide es-
tablishment of numerous hydrotechnical construc-
tions. Even in the last period of his prestigious ac-
tivity professor Bandrescu campaigned to save the
most endangered fish in the Romanian waters
through the project “Survival of Romanichthys val-
sanicola”, co-financed by LIFE Programme.

Along with these lines meant to bring closer to
us the remarkable personality of our distinguished
professor Acad. P.M. Bandrescu, we wish to ex-
press our gratitude for everything he did in his
work for the young generation of ichthyologists.
We will never forget him and will continue the
way that he showed us so passionately.

dr. Ilie C. TELCEAN’,
Ichthyologist and former doctoral student
of Acad. P.M. Bandrescu

1 Bandrescu P.M. (1994): The present-day conservation status of the
freshwater fish fauna of Romania. Ocrotirea Naturii si a Mediu-
lui inconjuritor 38: 5-20.

* Author, 1.C. Telcean - University of Oradea, Faculty of Sciences,
Department of Biology, Oradea, Romania.
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