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IN MEMORY OF  
Prof. dr. Božidar ĆURČIĆ  

(1946-2015) 
 
 

Several months ago, on November 12, 2015, at the 
age of 69 died Prof. Dr. Božidar Ćurčić, the foun-
der of Serbian arachnology. His long-lasting suc-
cessful scientific and university career was 
abruptly put to an end just a year after his retire-
ment from the Faculty of Biology, University of 
Belgrade, Belgrade. 

Prof. Dr. Božidar Ćurčić was born on July 3, 
1946 in Belgrade, where he graduated at the Fac-
ulty of Science (Biology), University of Belgrade in 
1969. Soon after graduation, he was posted in the  

Institute of Zoology, Faculty of Science, University 
of Belgrade, where he spent his whole university 
career teaching and conducting his scientific re-
search.  

Arachnology (above all pseudoscorpions) was 
the main field of Prof. Ćurčić’s research. His stud-
ies relating to several aspects of pseudoscorpions 
lasted almost 45 years and resulted in erecting 
numerous genera and species new to science from 
Europe, Asia and North America. Within the 
pseudoscorpion family Neobisiidae, besides Ron-
cus lubricus and R. transsilvanicus, all other pres-
ently known Roncus species from Romania (eight) 
were described by him. All these findings were 
presented in more than 600 papers, 18 mono-
graphs and 28 textbooks.  

Prof. Dr. Ćurčić was a keen biospeleologist 
and the founder of the Center for Biospeleology, 
Faculty of Biology and NGO Center for Biospe-
leology of SE Europe. He was a fellow and a 
member of numerous domestic and foreign scien-
tific societies and established successful collabora-
tions with many colleagues and institutions from 
Romania. 

Fifteen years ago, he was elected as a foreign 
member to the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences in 
Sofia. 

In the course of his teaching career, Prof. 
Ćurčić authored/co-authored 28 textbooks (both 
for secondary and university levels) and mentored 
23 MSc and PhD theses. 
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