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Camponotus samius Forel, 1889
(Hymenoptera: Formicidae) - at the
north edge of its European distribution

Despite intensive myrmecological studies unter-
taken in the last decades, the Romanian ant fauna
is still understudied (Marké et al. 2006, Ionescu-
Hirsch et al. 2009, Marko et al. 2009, Czekes et al.
2012, Tausan & Pintilioaie 2016). Altogether 112
ant species are known up to date (Borowiec 2014,
Seifert & Cs6sz 2015, Tdusan & Pintilioaie 2016).
However this number is considered low if com-
pared to the ant fauna of the surrounding coun-
tries: Hungary - 125 species (Cs6sz et al. 2011),
Bulgaria - 175 species (Lapeva-Gjonova et al. 2010,
Antonova et al. 2016), and Ukraine - 134
(Czechowski et al. 2012).

The Camponotus Mayr, 1861 genus comprises
more than 1022 species worldwide distributed
(Bolton 2016). Moreover, in the Palaearctic region
more than 100 species are known to occur
(Czechowski et al. 2012). However, the number of
reported Camponotus species in Central and East-
ern Europe seems low and stable (Marké et al.
2009), thus suggesting that the genus is well
known for the region. Yet, new faunistic data are
recorded from different European countries: Ro-
mania - C. fergestinus Miiller, 1921 (Ionescu-Hirsch
et al. 2009), Bulgaria - C. aegaeus Emery, 1915, C.
gestroi Emery, 1878, C. tergestinus and C. universita-
tis Forel, 1890 (Lapeva-Gjonova 2011, Lapeva-
Gjonova & Kiran 2012).

In Romania, 10 Camponotus species are re-
ported: C. herculeanus (Linnaeus, 1758), C. lig-
niperda (Latreille, 1802), C. vagus (Scopoli, 1763), C.
atricolor (Nylander, 1849), C. dalmaticus (Nylander,
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1849), C. fallax (Nylander, 1856), C. lateralis (Oliv-
ier, 1791), C. piceus (Leach, 1825), C. tergestinus and
C. aethiops (Latreille, 1798) (Marko et al. 2009). Re-
cently, the former subgenus Colobopsis of Campono-
tus whose member is C. truncatus in Romania was
elevated in a separate genus (Ward et al. 2015).

During a short field camping in May 2016 in Dobrogea
region, we collected specimens of Camponotus samius
Forel, 1889 from two sites: Consul Hill (284 a.m.l)
(N45.022058, E28.512330) and Priopcea Hill (305 a.m.l.)
(N45.121554, E28.251655) (Macin Mountain region). The
species is first mentioned for the ant fauna of Romania.

According to Radchenko (1997) and Karaman et
al. (2011), C. samius nests under stones and in the
soil. Its habitat covers a wide range from oak for-
ests, to mixed and coniferous between 250 to 800
ma.s.l.

We collected C. samius from south-exposed xe-
rophilous grasslands with patches of oak. C.
samius is a nocturnal species (Atanassov &
Dlussky 1992, Radchenko 1997) in hot weather
and is distributed in Southern Europe: Italy, Bul-
garia, Serbia, Greece (type locality), Cyprus and
Turkey (Karaman et al. 2011, Czechowski et al.
2012, Borowiec 2014).

The collected specimens are deposited in the
collection of the Department of Environmental Sci-
ences and Physics, Lucian Blaga University of Si-
biu.

C. samius joins C. aethiops as the second mem-
ber of the subgenus Tanaemyrmex in Romania.
Unlike C. aethiops, the species is characterised by
long erect hairs on the gaster and subdecumbent
hairs on the tibiae (Fig. 1). Body is ligther col-
orated on the thorax and base of gaster, whereas
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Figure 1/ A-B. Camponotus samius: A - male, head, lateral view; B - male, full-face view.
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Figure 1/C-F. Camponotus samius: C - queen, lateral view, D - queen, full-face view; E -
worker lateral view; F - worker, full-face view

in C. aethiops it is entirely black (Radchenko 1996,
Ionescu-Hirsch 2009, Karaman et al. 2011).

Based on our finding, the total species number
reach 113. Our results support the idea that more
faunistic surveys are needed in order to increase
the number of known ant species from Romania.
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