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Abstract. Tachyura (s. str.) polita polita (Motschulsky, 1852) is redescribed and figured, including male and female genitalia. This species 
is native to the southeastern part of the Palaearctic region and the Oriental region. In the present paper, T. polita polita is recorded for 
the first time in Europe based on specimens from the Czech Republic (as adventive species). In addition, it is newly recorded from 
Cambodia, Laos, Thailand, and Malaysia. The exact locality data based on which the species was listed in the Palaearctic Catalogue 
(Kopecký 2003, 2017) from the Chinese provinces of Fujian, Guangdong, and Guizhou are presented. The year of publication, usually 
given as 1851, is corrected to 1852 based on Bousquet & Davies (2021). 
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Introduction 
 
Tachyura (s. str.) polita polita (Motschulsky, 1852) was 
described from India (“Ind. or.”) as Tachys polita by 
Motschulsky (1852) and transferred to the genus Tachyura 
Motschulsky, 1862 by Motschulsky (1862). The original 
description is short, uninformative, and not accompanied by 
any drawing. Two current synonyms, Bembidium ebeninum 
Nietner, 1858 and Tachys bioculatus Putzeys, 1875, were 
described from Sri Lanka (Nietner 1858, Putzeys 1875) and 
synonymized with Tachyura polita by Andrewes (1921, 1924). 
Two varieties, Tachys bioculatus var. homostictus Bates, 1892 
from Sri Lanka (Bates 1892) and Tachys politus var. aspilotus 
Andrewes, 1925 from India (Madhya Pradesh) (Andrewes 
1925), were listed as synonyms of Tachyura polita polita by 
Lorenz (1998). Andrewes (1929b) described Tachys incilis 
Andrewes, 1929 from Malaysia (Medan), synonymized with 
Tachyura polita polita by Kopecký (2017). Finally, Paik et al. 
(2006) synonymized Tachys politus constrictus Andrewes, 1925, 
described from Indo-China, without specifying that the type 
material was studied.  

Two subspecies are currently recognized. Tachyura polita 
polita is native to the southeastern part of the Palaearctic 
region: India (Uttarakhand), China (Fujian, Guangdong, 
Guizhou), Nepal, and Pakistan (Kopecký 2003, 2017, Thapa 
2000), and the Oriental region: Bangladesh, India (Assam, 
Madhya Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh, West Bengal), Indonesia 
(Sumatra), Myanmar, Sri Lanka, Vietnam (Bates 1892, 
Andrewes 1924, 1929a, 1935, Kopecký 2017, Kushwaha & 
Hegde 2015, Nietner 1858, Paik et al. 2006, Putzeys 1875, Saha 
et al. 1992). Tachyura polita lesnei (Bruneau de Miré, 1964) 
occurs in Mozambique, Tanzania, Kenya, and Congo; 
however, its taxonomic position needs confirmation based on 
the study of the type material.  

The aim of this work is to redescribe Tachyura polita polita 
based on the study of the type material. Extensive additional  
collection  material  was examined, which allowed us to 
specify its distributional area remarkably accurately. 
 
 

Material and methods 
 
This article is based on the study of extensive material deposited in 
the following collections: DWCB – collection of D. Wrase, Berlin, 
Germany; JBCB – collection of J. Bašta, Brno, Czech Republic; KRCN 
– collection of K. Rébl, Nové Strašecí, Czech Republic; LTCV – 
collection of L. Toledano, Verona, Italy; NHMUK – Natural History 
Museum, London, England; NMEG – Naturkundemuseum, 
Erfurt, Germany; PBCP – collection of P. Bulirsch, Prague, Czech 
Republic; RKCL – collection of R. Kmeco, Litovel, Czech Republic; 
SDEI – Deutsches Entomologisches Institut, Müncheberg, Germany; 
TKCJ – collection of T. Kopecký, Jablonné nad Orlicí, Czech Republic; 
ZMHB – Museum für Naturkunde, Berlin, Germany. 

Male and female genitalia were dissected, soaked in potassium 
hydroxide (KOH), then stained with chorazol black and glued using 
hydration resin onto glass mounted on a card under the specimens. 
Adult specimens were photographed using a FinePix S5600 camera 
and a Novex binocular lens. Aedeagi and gonocoxites (part of the 
female genitalia) were photographed using a Samsung SM-M215F on 
a Bresser microscope. Based on the photographs, precise anatomical 
line drawings were created with the Inkscape vector graphics editor. 
 
 
Results 
 
Tachyura (s. str.) polita polita (Motschulsky, 1852) 
(Figs 1–10) 
 
Tachys polita Motschulsky, 1852: 509 (original description).  
Bembidium ebeninum Nietner, 1858: 424 (original description).  
Tachys bioculatus Putzeys, 1875: 743 (original description). 
Tachys bioculatus var. homostictus Bates, 1892: 293 (original 
description).  
Tachys politus var. aspilotus Andrewes, 1925: 406 (original 
description).  
Tachys constrictus Andrewes, 1925: 406 (original description). 
Tachys incilis Andrewes, 1929b: 356 (original description). 
 
Redescription 

Body: Continuously strongly arched, t h e  highest part 
of elytra around of middle, posterior third of elytra leans 
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towards the apex at an angle of 50°. Body length 2.9–3.5 mm, 
body width 1.2–1.4 mm. 

Coloration: Dorsal side dark brown, light brown, black, or 
rusty, always slightly iridescent. Each elytron usually with a 
reddish spot near the apex (Figs 1–2, 5, 7), or without a spot 
(Fig. 9), or with apical and humeral reddish spots, apical 
border of the elytra always reddish. Antennae light brown, 
antennomeres I and II paler. Legs pale. 

Head: One quarter narrower than prothorax, almost as 
long as wide, eyes large and prominent; frontal furrows wide 
and short, leading from clypeus to first setiferous puncture 
placed on inner edge at frontal quarter of eye, second 
setiferous puncture placed on inner edge at posterior quarter 
of eye; clypeus on the front edge with two setiferous 
punctures; labrum with slightly cut edge and with a number 
of short setae; sharp mandibles with one tooth in the middle; 
sharp maxillae with two teeth and a number of setae; 
maxillary palpus light brown with many tiny setae, third 
palpomere pale, small and narrow without setae; antennae 
with 11 antennomeres, antennomeres I–VI more than 2.5 
times as long as wide, following antennomeres twice as long 
as wide, antennomeres I and II with two setae, rest of 
antennomeres with many setae. 

Prothorax: 1.5 times as wide as long, widest in the middle, 
equally convex to apex, sharply cut in front of it, posterior 
angles sharp, margin wider, in the middle with setiferous 
puncture; basal hump sharp; basal impressions flat, leading 
from posterior angle towards the centre, each impression with 
six punctures, puncture closest to posterior angles bearing 
seta; area between basal impressions with a deep median 
puncture, with a fine impressed median line beginning in 
deep median puncture and ending at anterior pronotal 
quarter; surface covered with microsculpture visible at 50 x 
magnification and consisting of narrow transverse meshes. 

Elytra: 1.4 times as long as wide, narrow edge, with small 
humeral tooth, widest at first third, pointed to apex since last 
third; each elytron with large scutellar pore, with two dorsal 
crenulate striae; first stria reaching from scutellum to apex 
and hooked over apical setiferous puncture; second stria 
leading from first quarter to apex, curved outside, next to 
second stria with two deep punctures in front of and behind 
middle; eighth stria visible, deeply marked, starting at 
humeral callus behind scutellar punctures and leading to 
apex, on humeral part with evenly spaced four setiferous 
punctures and in apical third with five setiferous punctures; 
elytral surface covered by microsculpture visible at 50 x 
magnification and consisting of narrow transverse meshes. 

Legs: Profemora with four long setae and many short 
setae, protibiae straight cut on upper edge and with three 
spines at apex, protibiae in posterior part with row of setae, 
first two protarsomeres in male slightly serrated and 
extended to sides, each protarsomere from above and below 
with two setae, protarsomeres I–IV twice as long as wide, 
protarsomere V four times as long as wide, claw falcate; 
mesofemora especially from below with many short setae, 
mesotibiae with rows of setae and apically with three spines 
at bottom, mesotarsomeres I and V four times as long as wide, 
mesotarsomeres II–IV twice as long as wide, each 
mesotarsomere from above and below with two setae, claw 
falcate; metafemora at bottom with three long setae and 
several short setae, metatibiae with rows of setae and apically 

with three spine at bottom, metatarsomere I five times as long 
as wide, metatarsomeres II and V four times as long as wide, 
metatarsomeres III and IV twice as long as wide, each 
metatarsomere from above and below with two setae, claw 
falcate. 
 
 

 
 

Figures 1–4. Tachyura polita polita (Motschulsky, 1852). 1—dorsal 
view (specimen from Czech Republic, photograph contoured by 
line drawing); 2—dorsal view (specimen from Czech Republic, 
line drawing); 3—aedeagus (specimen from India: Rajasthan);  
4—gonocoxite (specimen from India: Maharashtra). 

 
 

Ventral surface: mentum deeply cut, in the cutout with 
small tooth and on the side of the base with small punctures; 
labial palpomere I small and short, twice as long as wide; 
labial palpomere II twice as wide as I and twice as long as III, 
labial palpomere III half wide and long as II; prosternal 
projection rounded, indistinct; episternum of mesothorax 
wide, mesothorax narrow and in front with pore; episternum 
of metathorax wide, metathorax narrowed, in front and 
middle with pore; abdomen with six visible ventrites, 
ventrites I–III fused with indistinct sutures laterally, ventrites 
III–VI with two setiferous punctures in the middle. 

Aedeagus: Length 0.475 mm, from base to apex curved, 
with not sclerotized elongated blunt rounded apex, apex with 
two setae, bottom irregularly slightly sclerotized, internal 
structure irregularly cerebrally bent; paramere length 0.29 
mm, more sclerotized at the base (Fig. 3). 

Females gonocoxite: Length 0.225 mm, slim with a sharp 
curved tip, central part on the bottom with two setiferous 
punctures and back with several punctures, front part 
separates membrane with setiferous puncture, front part with 
two pores bearing two teeth and with several punctures, one 
with seta (Fig. 4). 
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Bionomy: The species lives on gravel banks of streams 

from lowlands to mountains, often flying to UV light and 
caught in pitfall traps. 
 
Type material examined. 

Tachys polita Motschulsky, 1852 – 1 syntype (Figs 5–6, 
SDEI): “India or. (Mndrstrn) typ [white label] \ TYPUS [red 
label] \ Syntypus [red label] \ Tachys polita Motsch. [white 
label] \ coll. Heyden [white label] \ coll. DEI Müncheberg 
[white label] \”, [without date]. 

Bembidium ebeninum Nietner, 1858 – 1 syntype (Figs 7–8, 
ZMHB): “ebeninum Nietn* Ceylon Nietn. [white label] \ 
Type [red label] \ SYNTYPUS Bembidium ebeninum Nietner, 
1858 labeled by MNHUB 2007 [red label] \ 55333 [evidence 
white label] \ Hist.-Coll. (Coleoptera) Nr. 55333 Bembidium 
ebeninum Nietner* Ceylan, Nietner Zool. Mus. Berlin [yellow 
label]”, [without date]; 3 Syntypes (ZMHB): “Paratypus [red 
label] \ SYNTYPUS Bembidium ebeninum Nietner, 1858 
labeled by MNHUB 2007 [red label] \ 55333 [evidence white 
label] \ Hist.-Coll. (Coleoptera) Nr. 55333 Bembidium 
ebeninum Nietner* Ceylan, Nietner Zool. Mus. Berlin [yellow 
label]”. 

Tachys bioculatus Putzeys, 1875 – not examined. Type 
deposited in Museum of Natural Sciences of Brussels 
(Andrewes 1925). 

Tachys bioculatus var. homostictus Bates, 1892 – not 
examined. Type deposited in Museum of Natural History G. 
Doria of Genova (Andrewes 1935). 

Tachys politus var. aspilotus Andrewes, 1925 – 1 syntype 
(Figs 9–10, NHMUK): “C.P. INDIA. SEONI DIST. 2000ft. 
Doodhia Tank Korai 12-1-1817. E. A. D' ABREU [white 
label]\Type [red label]\type [white round label with red 
border] \T. politus Motsch. v. aspilotus Typ. Andr. H.E. 
Andrewes det. [white label]\Central Mus. Nagpur, C.P. 
[evidence white label]\H.E. Andrewes Coll. B.M.1945-97. 
[evidence white label]\NHMUK010241502 [evidence white 
label with QR code]. 

Tachys constrictus Andrewes, 1925 – not examined. 
Andrewes (1925) described it from “Indo-China” but did not 
specify the deposition of type. Jedlička (1965) stated the type 
depository as NHMUK and the type locality as Vietnam. 
However, the type material was not traced in NHMUK. 
Tachys incilis Andrewes, 1929 – 1 syntype (NHMUK): “Medan 
7. 1920 Corporaal [white label] \ Type [red label] \ Type 
[round white label, with red border] \ Tachys incilis Andr. 
Typ H. E. Andrewes det [white label]”. 
 
Specimens examined.  

Cambodia: 2 exs. (DWCB): “Cambodia (Koh Khong) 
Trapeang Rung, 10 m 80 km SE Koh Khong, 20.–29.xii.2008, 
S. Murzin lgt.”; 9 exs. (TKCJ): “Cambodia SW, 20 km SE Koh 
Kong, Tatai river, 50–300m, 11°34 N, 103°07 E, 17.x.–
15.xi.2011, Z. Linek lgt.”.  

Czech Republic: 1♂ (TKCJ): “Bohemia bor., CHKO Lab. 
Písk. [= PLA Labské pískovce] kv. 5250a, Tisá, VVN Ostrov 
Tiské stěny env., pitfall traps; 6.–20.4.2018, Blažej lgt.”.  

India: 15 exs. (2 exs. in DWCB, 12 exs. in KRCN, 1 ex. in 
TKCJ): “India, Dilli [= Delhi], 30.viii.1980, Seifert leg.”; 1♀ 
(TKCJ): “INDIA, Maharashtra, 15km E of SAVANTVADI 
15°55′N 75°53′E riverside, alt.ca 40m, 22.v.2006, Z. Kejval lgt.“; 
1 ex. (NHMUK): „India, Lonavla [Maharashtra], ii.1919, PH 

leg.“; 1♂ (TKCJ): “India, Rajastan Bharatphur Keoladeo N.P., 
29.x.1997, J. Šťastný lgt.”; 1 ex. (RKCL): “India, S. Madhya 
Prad. [= Madhya Pradesh] Nepanagar env. at river, 
21.vi.2016, Kmeco R. leg.”; 5 exs. (DWCB): “India, 
(Uttaranchal) [= Uttarakhand] 30 km W Mussoori 
Dakhpathar vill. Yamuna riv. env. 790 m, 4.viii.2003, Kejval 
Z. et Trýzna M. leg.”; 1 ex. (ZMHB): “N-Indien, Uttar Pradesh 
Shiwalik Kette N. Seite 13km SW Dehra Dun 600m, 
20+21.viii.1985, Hieke F. leg.”; 2 exs. (ZMHB): “N-Indien, 
Uttar Pradesh Shiwalik Kette N. Seite 13km SW Dehra Dun 
600m, 21.viii.1985, Schulze J. leg.”.  

Laos: 1 ex. (RKCL): “Laos, Borikhan prov., 20 km N of 
Muang Pakxan, Borikhan env., 18.v.2003, O. Šafránek leg.”; 2 
exs. (TKCJ): “Laos, Borikhan prov., Borikhan env., 20 km N of 
Muang Pakxan, 15–20.v.2003, O. Šafránek leg.”; 9 exs. (PBCP): 
“Laos c., Khammouan prov. Nakai, 25km env. 200–300m, 
17°41′N, 105°03′E, 23.xii.2008–19.i.2009, Z. Linek lgt.”; 3 exs. 
(NMEG): “Laos, Khammouan Ban Nasa, Boneng 180m, 
18°01,166 N, 104°32,322 E, 22.xi.2010, T. Ihle lgt.”; 20 spec. 
(TKCJ): “Laos centr. Khammouan prov., Ban Khoun Ngeun 
env., alt. 250m, N 18°07′, E 104°29′, 4.–16.xi., 25-30.xi.2000, E. 
Jendek & P. Pacholátko leg.”; 4 exs. (TKCJ): “Laos north 15 km 
NW Louang Namtha, 650–850m, N 21°07.5, E 101°21.0, 13.–
24.v.1997, E. Jendek & O. Šauša leg.”; 5 exs. (PBCP): “Laos, 
Luang Prabang prov., S of Muang Ngoi, 24.–26.xi.2011, J. 
Šťastný leg.”; 21 exs. (TKCJ): Laos, Viangchan prov. Muang 
Vangviang env., 10.–13.v.2003, O. Šafránek leg.”.  

Malaysia: 1 ex. (TKCJ): “Borneo, Sabach W., route Ranau 
– Tambuna, ii.2000, M. Snížek lgt”; 1 ex. (NHMUK): “Sabah, 
200ft., R. Karamuak, 7 km SSE. Telupid, at light, B.M 1978-48, 
1.–7.ix.1977, M. E. Bacchus leg.”; 1 ex. (NHMUK): “Sarawak, 
4th Division Gn. Mulu NP, nr. Base Camp 50-100m, v.–
viii.1978, P. M. Hammond et Marshall J. E. leg.”; 1 ex. (TKCJ): 
“Malaysia, W, Perak, 20 km N of Iphon, Banjaran Keledang, 
Ulu Chepor, Peninjau mt., 800 m, 22.–24.iii.2002, P. 
Čechovský lgt.”; 1 ex. (TKCJ): “Malaysia, W, Kelantan, 30 km 
NW of Gua Musang, Kampong Sungal Om, Ulu Lalat Mt., 
800–1000m, 27.v.– 19.vi.2011, P. Čechovský lgt.”; 1 ex. 
(DWCB): “Malaysia, (Pahang State) 50 km NE Kuala Rompin 
Endau Rompin N.P. G. Kerjung (Kg. Tebu Hitam) 400 m (at. 
light), 9.–30.iv.2008, P. Čechovský lgt.”; 35 exs. (TKCJ): 
“Malaysia, W, Kelantan, 90 km N of Gua Musang, Kampong 
Kubur Datu, Mt. Basor, 1700 m, 1.–21.iii.2015, P. Čechovský 
lgt.”; 2 exs. (TKCJ): “Malaysia,W, Kelantan, 150 km S of Jeli, 
Kg. Tunku, Mt. Noring Timur, 1200 m, 21.ii.–14.iii.2013, P. 
Čechovský leg.”.  

Thailand: 2 exs. (RKCL): “Thailand bor., Chiang Mai prov. 
19°19′N 98°50′E San Pakla 1400 m, 1.–15.v.1998, M. Bednařík 
leg.”; 2 exs. (RKCL): “Thailand bor., Chiang Mai prov. 
19°19′N 98°50′E San Pakla 1400 m, 1.–15.v.1998, V. Kubáň 
leg.”; 1 ex. (ZMHB): “NO. Thailand, Kho Kaen, lux, 23.i.1981, 
S. Saowakontha leg.”; 1 ex. (ZMHB): “NO. Thailand, Kho 
Kaen, lux, 26.i.1981, S. Saowakontha leg.”; 1 ex. (ZMHB): 
“NO. Thailand, Kho Kaen, lux, 25.ii.1981, S. Saowakontha 
leg”; 30 exs. (LTCV): “Thailand, Chiang Mai, Sun Pha Tong, 
13.i.1980, G. Osella leg.”; 5 exs. (DWCB): “Thailand, (Chiang 
Rai pr.) river Mae Kong at Chiang Saen, iii.1987, G. 
Rougemont leg.”; 7 exs. (TKCJ): “Thailand, Chumphon prov., 
Pha To env., N 9°48′/E 98°47′, 27.iii.–14.iv.1996, P. Průdek 
leg.”; 8 exs. (TKCJ): “Thailand, Chumphon prov., Pha To env., 
N 9°48′, E 98°47′, 1.–12.iii.1996, P. Průdek leg.”; 2 exs. (TKCJ): 
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“Thailand, Chumphon prov., Pha To env., N 9°48′, E 98°47′, 
27.iii.–14.iv.1996, P. Průdek leg.”; 2 exs. (ZMHB): “Thailand, 
25 km NW v. Lank-Sak 65 km NW v. Thai-Thani ca. 220 km 
NW v. Bangkok 110m, ix.1990, [without collector name]”; 2 
exs. (ZMHB): “Thailand, 25 km NW of Lan-Sak, 65 km NW of 
Thai-Tani, ca. 220 km NW of Bangkok 110m, lux, x. 1990 
[without collector name]”; 1 ex. (ZMHB): “Thailand, 2 km SW 
of Park-Muang, 55 km W of Uthai-Thani, 220 km NW of 
Bangkok, 120m, viii.1991 [without collector name]”; 10 exs. 
(ZMHB): “Thailand, 2 km SW of Park-Muang, 55 km W 
of Uthai-Thani, 220 km NW of Bangkok, 120m, ix.1991 
[without collector name]”; 6 exs. (ZMHB): “Thailand, 2 km 
SW of Park-Muang, 55 km W of Uthai-Thani, 220 km NW of 
Bangkok, 120m NN, iix.1991 [without collector name]”; 19 
exs. (ZMHB): “Thailand, 2 km SW of Park-Muang, 55 km W 
of Uthai-Thani, 220 km NW of Bangkok, 120m, i.1992 
[without collector name]”; 1 ex. (TKCJ): “Thailand, 2 km SW 
of Park-Muang, 55 km W of Uthai-Thani, 220 km NW of 
Bangkok, 120m, i.1992 [without collector name]”; 5 ex. 
(ZMHB): “Thailand, 25 km NW of Lan-Sak, 65 km NW of 
Thai-Tani, ca. 220 km NW of Bangkok, 110m, lux, viii.1990 
[without collector name]”; 4 exs. (ZMHB): “Thailand, 25 km 
NW of Lan-Sak, 65 km NW of Thai-Tani, ca. 220 km NW of 
Bangkok, 110m, x.1990 [without collector name]”; 3 exs. 
(ZMHB): “Thailand, 25 km NW of Lan- Sak, 85 km NW of 
Thai-Thani, 220 km NW of Bangkok, 110m, viii.1990 [without 
collector name]”; 1 ex. (JBCB): “Thailand S, 40km NE Betong 
Lake Bang Lang 350m, 12.–23.vi.2007, Z. Linek lgt., J. Bašta 
coll., T. Kopecký det.; 1 ex. (TKCJ): “Thailand, Ranong prov., 

Ranong, Hot springs, N 9°56′, E 98°40′, 23–27.ii.1996, P. 
Průdek leg.”.  

China: 19 exs. (NHMUK): “CHINA, Guangdong: 
Guangzhou Botan. Gdns. B. M. 1980-491, 28.ix.1980, P.M. 
Hammond [leg.]”; 1 ex. (TKCJ): “CHINA, Guangzhou Botan. 
Gdns. B.M. 1980-491, 28.ix.1980, P.M. Hammond [leg.]”; 1 ex. 
(PBCP): “China, NE Guizhou 20 km NW of Jiangkou Fanjing 
Jian-Kuaichang, 27.v– 3.vi.1995, E. Jendek & O. Šauša leg.”; 1 
ex. (DWCB): “CHINA, (Yunnan) Baoshan Pref. Longchuan 
riv. 24 km SE Tengchong 24°53′32″N/98°40′34″E 1210m 
(sandy riverbank at the mouth of the brook, under stones) 
(07), 26.viii.2009, D.W. Wrase [leg.]”; 1 ex. (TKCJ): “CHINA, 
(Yunnan) Baoshan Pref. Longchuan riv. 24km SE Tengchong 
24°53′32″N/98°40′34″E 1210 m (sandy riverbank at. mouth of 
brook, under stones) (07), 26.viii.2009, D.W. Wrase [leg.]”; 1 
ex. (DWCB): “CHINA, (Yunnan) Baoshan Pref. Gaoligong 
Shan, road to Kambaili pass, 1930m 22,5km NW Tengchong, 
25°10′42,4″N/98°20′12,0″E (Creek bank, washed from gravel) 
(17), 29.viii.2004, D.W. Wrase [leg.]”; 1 ex. (DWCB): “CHINA, 
(Yunnan) Dali Bai Auton. Pref. 30km SSE Weishan 1620m 
24°59′09,2″N/100°24′27,5″E (sandy/loamy riverb a n k , 
under stones) (33), 7.ix.2009, D.W. Wrase [leg.]”; 2 exs. 
(SWCB): “CHINA, (Yunnan) Lincang Pref. 27 km N Lincang 
Nanding He river bank 1108m, 24°07′44,2″N/100°04′32,0″E 
(loamy alluvial soil/gravel, partly overgrown (34), 7.ix.2009, 
D.W. Wrase [leg.]”; 1 ex. (DWCB): “CHINA, (Yunnan) 
Lincang Pref. river bank 5 km NE Yunxian 
24°27′45,1″N/100°10′37,8″E 1053m (fine sand, in/around 
flood debris/plants) (46), 12.ix.2009, D.W. Wrase [leg.]”. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Discussion 
 
It needs to be made clear how the specimen of Tachyura polita 

polita got to the Czech Republic. The specimen could have 
been accidentally imported with visitors’ equipment to the 
adjacent Tiské stěny rock town or arrived with freight 

Figures 5–10. Tachyura polita 
polita (Motschulsky, 1852), 
type specimens and their 
labels. 5, 6—Tachys polita 
Motschulsky, 1852 (syntype); 
7, 8—Bembidium ebeninum 
Nietner, 1858 (syntype); 9, 
10—Tachys politus var. 
aspilotus Andrewes, 1925 
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transport on a nearby highway connecting Germany and the 
Czech Republic. The northernmost occurrence of T. polita 
polita is known from the mountains in Yunnan province of 
China, where the local winter temperatures usually do not 
drop below freezing. Therefore, its permanent establishment 
in Central Europe is unlikely. 

The specimen of T. polita polita captured in the Czech 
Republic is not the first example of the introduction of 
Bembidiini to Central Europe. Recently, Tachyura 
(Tachyuropsis) dulcis (Andrewes, 1925) from northern India 
and Mioptachys flavicauda (Say, 1823) from North America 
were found in the Czech Republic (Kopecký et al. 2012, 
Kopecký & Konvička 2019) and very likely formed viable 
populations. 

The year of publication of T. polita polita is usually given 
as 1851. The description appeared in Issue 4 of Bulletin de la 
Société Impériale des Naturalistes de Moscou, volume 24 
[1851]. The existence of number 4 was first documented on 
March 5, 1852 (Bousquet & Davies 2021); therefore, the year 
of description of T. polita polita is corrected here from 1851 to 
1852. 
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