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Foreword

The Jiului Gorge National Park was established in 2005, as a result is one of the
“youngest” protected areas from Romania. It is situated along the gorge made by
the Jiu River between the Parang and Valcan Massifs in the north of Gorj County
and it is crossed on its north-south axis by the European road 79, being
approximately at 28 km from Targu-Jiu town and at 2 km from the town of
Petrosani. The park area is 11127 hectares, most of it being on the territory of Gorj
County. The name “Gorjiu” itself, used since the fifteenth century (1497) for the
territory which lies on the hills and mountains of the Upper Jiu, designates a
narrow valley or a strait. If we think about the unique landforms from the area
such as the Sohodol Canyon, Jiului Gorge and Oltet Canyon, the Gorj appears as a
“country of canyons”.

The area impresses by the wildness and extraordinary beauty of the places, by
the astonishing richness of the wild flora and fauna, these resisting successfully the

attempts of anthropization made over the time.

Environmental protection and biodiversity conservation became an objective of
wide public interest in Romania. Experts in this field have concluded that the
preservation of natural values cannot be accomplished without a more detailed
knowledge of these and without a proper assessment of their conservation status.
In the majority of cases, the documentation made for future natural protected areas
are not satisfying from a scientific point of view.

Due to the lack of a national biodiversity monitoring system, the view upon the
biodiversity of Romania is incomplete. During the last 50 years, only few protected
areas, such as the Retezat National Park or the Danube Delta Biosphere Reserve
have been intensively and properly studied with regards to biodiversity. Relevant
data on the flora and fauna of some, more restricted regions are due to enthusiast
experts and local researchers, which have continued to do research by their own
means, without supplementary funding. Unfortunately, these studies and their
result remain in the shadow due to the lack of local scientific forums.
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The present volume especialy wishes to be an insentive and an updated base for
future studies and should not be considered able to elucidate the problem of the
J.G.N.P. herpetofauna. Also, studies regarding the ecology of biology of the species
are in a much more incipient stage than the faunistic ones. Consequently, we hope
that the present volume will reach its objectives and will be an insentive towards
the realizing of further herpetological studies in the ].G.N.P..

We hope that this monographic volume, published as a supplement to the

North-Western Journal of Zoology will be the first in a series of monographs which

will aim to investigate the biodiversity of Romania and its preservation.

The Editors of the
North-Western Journal of Zoology
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