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Abstract. Three Ablepharus kitaibelli populations were identified in the Getic Piedmont, to the East of 
the Jiu River, in 2009 and 2010. In the region, the snake-eyes skink populates the characteristic habi-
tats – rare oak forests and grassy meadows. We debate on the distribution of the species in Oltenia. 
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In Romania, Ablepharus kitaibelli is a rare spe-
cies, being present only in the southern regions 
of the country (Fuhn & Vancea 1961). The 
snake-eyed skink is considered threatened in 
Romania (Iftime 2005a). According to the spe-
cialty literature, the distribution range of the 
species in our country seems to be disjunctive, 
A. kitaibelli being found in Oltenia, the center of 
Walachia (Bucharest area) and Dobruja (Iftime 
2005a). Recent studies have led to the discov-
ery of new populations, extending the knowl-
edge regarding the distribution of the species 
in Oltenia (Iftime 2005b, Covaciu-Marcov et al. 
2009a). Despite the fact that the species ap-
peared to be present only in Mehedinti and 
Dolj counties, the snake-eyed skink was newly 
reported for the extreme north-west of Gorj 
County as well (Krecsák & Hartel 2001). All the 
indications for the species in Oltenia were to 
the west of the Jiu River, which seemed to be 
the limit for this group of populations. There 
were, thus, the Jiu and Olt rivers between the 
populations from Oltenia and the ones from 
Walachia (Iftime 2005a). However, the fact that 
there are still similar habitats between the two 
sectors, even if small, favorable for the species 
and the climate of the two regions (Stoenescu 
et al. 1966) would allow such a link. 

The present paper  indicates  for  the first  

time three A. kitaibelli populations situated to 
the east of the Jiu River, in an area in which the 
species wasn’t previously documented. The re-
search took place in the springs of 2009 and 
2010. The new populations are found at Grui-
urile Jiului and Amaradiei Hills, in Gilort’s 
River hydrographic basin, near the Groşerea, 
Şipotu and Bulbuceni localities (Fig. 1). The 
identified populations are situated on both 
sides of the Gilort River, on the eastern limit of 
the climate area with sub-Mediterranean influ-
ences (Mândruţ 2006), and found quite a dis-
tance from the other populations from Gorj 
County. Previously for Gorj, the species was 
documented only for the mountain area from 
the north-western part of the county (Krecsák 
& Hartel 2001), those populations probably be-
ing in contact with the ones from the Danube 
Gorge. The populations discovered by us seem 
to be linked with the ones from Dolj, the dis-
tance between them being rather small and 
comprising suitable habitats. The lack of a link 
between the two A. kitaibelli groups from Gorj 
is also underlined by the presence of a vast, 
cleared and anthropogenically affected de-
pressed region between them – the Targu Jiu 
Depression (Posea & Badea 1984). Despite this, 
the presence of the species from the sub-
Carpathians must not yet be ruled out, since 
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other species characteristic for Romania only in 
areas with sub-Mediterranean influences such 
as Darevskia praticola from the Jiu River Gorge 
were also identified in the region (Covaciu-
Marcov et al. 2009b). In the southern part of the 
Jiu Gorge, the forests were replaced by acacia 
plantations, a fact that probably destroyed the 
A. kitaibelli populations from the area. These 
acacia plantations are considered only one of 
the factors that threaten this species in other 
regions, too (Herczeg et al. 2004). 

 

 
 

Figure 1.  Ablepharus kitaibelii locaities in Getic Piedmont 
 
 
In all the three new locations, the snake-

eyed skink inhabits the same type of biotope, 
namely rare southern oak forests and the 
nearby grasslands around them. This habitat is 
characteristic for the species, A. kitaibelli being 
frequently identified in such places (Gruber 
1997, Yoannidis & Bousbouras 1997, Tomović 
et al. 2001). We haven’t identified it in areas 
strongly affected by human activities, although 
in other regions it was even found in agri-
cultural fields (Strugariu et al. 2008). Among 
the lizards, it always occurs together with 
Lacerta viridis and only sometimes together 
with Podarcis muralis, the three species being 
recorded collectively in other regions, too 
(Herczeg et al. 2007). It is also likely that the 
snake-eyed skink could extend to other areas 
from the region, too, as suggested by the simi-
lar habitats from other sectors. Still, A. kitaibelli 

is difficult to notice due to its very small size 
and its way of life (Foufopoulos 1997). It would 
be important to check how much more to the 
north the snake-eyed skink goes, along the 
Gilort River.  

The identified A. kitaibelli populations 
seem, however, to be rather small, the species 
being considered rare even in the Danube 
Gorge, too (Iftime 2005b) and the density of its 
populations is equally reduced in Bulgaria, as 
well (Petrov 2007). The survival of the popula-
tions we identified is probably a consequence 
of little human impact in the region. The area 
does not have a developed industry, the agri-
culture being a traditional one. Furthermore, 
the clearing of forests is rather reduced, the 
only damage to the snake-eyed skink being 
represented by the trash and wastes thrown in 
their habitats.  
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