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Abstract. Because increasing global temperatures are influencing the avian population phenology in temper-
ate areas, the date when migrant birds arrive to breed in spring and the time when birds begin to lay eggs 
may occur progressively earlier. On May 25th, 2010, in Larga Jijia Fish Farm, Iaşi County, at 20:30 (GMT + 
02.00) our team trapped in a mist net one young Reed Warbler with all feathers still growing, soft bill, but 
with a very good flight. Using the literature data for comparison we can estimate that the Reed Warbler starts 
to lay its eggs around April 29 – May 2, which means that this has been the earliest clutch recorded yet. 
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Reed Warbler (Acrocephalus scirpaceus) is a small, 
long-lived passerine that breeds in wetlands habi-
tats, almost exclusively in reed beds in the Palae-
arctic region and it spends the winter in Western 
and Central Africa (Cramp 1992, Kralj et al. 2010). 
For Romania, it’s a common bird during the 
breeding and migration season (Ion et al. 2009). 

The data from the Central and Southern 
Europe on Reed Warblers shows that the first eggs 
are laid in the first two weeks of May (Quaglierini 
2004, Schaefer et al. 2006, Halupka et al. 2008). For 
Romania, there is not any published data yet. 
Clutches are incubated for 11-12 days and the nes-
tlings fledge when they are 10-13 days old (Brown 
& Davies 1949, BTO 2005, Halupka et al. 2008). 
These periods can depend more on food abun-

dance. From the moment when the first egg is laid 
until the fledging of the last young, there is a span 
of 26-27 days (Brown & Davies 1949, Halupka et 
al. 2008), meaning that first nestlings may be able 
to fly in the first weeks of June.  

In the period 22 - 26 May 2010, at Larga Jijia 
Fish Farm of Iaşi County, we organized a ringing 
camp for Acrocephalus biometric population study. 
During this camp we caught 200 individuals of 
Acrocephalus warblers in 144 m of mist nets. The 
mist nets were installed in reed beds, perpendicu-
lar to the shore, at 50 m from it. On 25th of May, 
2010 at 20:30 (GMT + 02:00) we trapped a young 
Reed Warbler with all feathers still growing, soft 
bill, but with a very good flight capability (Fig. 1). 

By back-calculating the nestling age (Brown &  
 

a.)  b.) 
 

Figure 1.  Young Reed Warbler: a.) yellow beak flanges and growing feathers; b.) growing primary feather. 
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Davies 1949, Halupka et al. 2008) we can estimate 
that this Reed Warbler hatched from eggs laid 
around April 29 – May 2, which means that this 
was the earliest clutch known until now in Roma-
nia and Central Europe. 

In case of double brooding, Reed Warblers ju-
veniles from the first brood may start the autumn 
migration in the period when those from the sec-
ond brood (or late broods) only reach the age of 
post-fledging movements (Bulyuk et al. 2009). We 
do not know what these juveniles will do until the 
autumn migration, whether they will go north 
with the late migrating birds because in that pe-
riod we still recorded migratory Reed Warblers, or 
they will just wander around. 

This early clutch indicates that Reed Warblers 
may start their breeding season earlier because of 
global warming/climate change (Jones & Cress-
well 2010), but it may also be only a deviant be-
haviour of an early breeding pair. Further research 
on breeding biology of the species in the area may 
elucidate this phenomenon. 
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